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Elizabeth Warren ends 
presidential campaign, 
centering race on 2 men 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Eliza¬ 
beth Warren ended her 
once-promising presiden¬ 
tial campaign on Thursday 
otter failing to finish higher 
than third place in any of 
the 18 states that have vot¬ 
ed so far. While the Massa¬ 
chusetts senator said she 
was proud of her bid, she 
was also candid in express¬ 
ing disappointment that a 
formerly diverse field is es¬ 
sentially now down to two 
men. "All those little girls 
who are going to have to 
wait four more years," War¬ 


ren told reporters outside 
her home in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, as her 
voice cracked. "That's go¬ 
ing to be hard." 

Known for having “a plan 
for that," Warren electrified 
progressives for much of 
the past year by releasing 
reams of policy proposals 
that addressed such issues 
as maternal health care, 
college debt, criminal jus¬ 
tice reform and the new 
coronavirus. 

Continued on next page 



Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., speaks outside her home beside her husband Bruce Mann, Thurs¬ 
day, March 5, 2020, in Cambridge, Mass., atter she dropped out of the Democratic presidential 
race. 

Associated Press 
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Continued from front 

She planned to pay for 
many of her ambitious pro¬ 
posals with a 2 cent fax on 
fortunes worth more than 
$50 million, an idea that 
prompted chants of "Two 
cents! Two cents!" at her 
rallies. 

But that energy — and an 
impressive organization — 
didn't translate into support 
once voters started making 
their decisions lost month. 
She failed to capture any 
of the 14 states that voted 
on Super Tuesday and fin¬ 
ished an embarrassing third 
in Massachusetts. 

The Democratic contest 
now centers on Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, who is 
trying to rally progressives, 
and former Vice President 
Joe Biden, who is appeal¬ 
ing to moderates. They are 
both white men in their late 
70s, a fact that is prompt¬ 
ing soul-searching for some 
Democrats who heralded 
the historic diversity that 
characterized the early 
days of the primary. 

"I think we all have to re¬ 
ally interrogate why being 
for someone other than 
someone who looks like 
almost every other presi¬ 
dent we've had, in terms 
of age and gender, why 
everything else is seen as 
risky," said Cecile Richards, 
the former president of 
Planned Parenthood. 

While she said she will rally 
behind whoever emerges 
os the Democratic nomi¬ 
nee, House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi also lamented the 
challenges facing women 
in politics. 

"Every time I get introduced 
as the most powerful wom¬ 
an, I almost cry because I 
wish that were not true," she 
said Thursday. "I so wish that 
we hod a woman president 
at the United States." 

Hawaii Rep. Tulsi Gabbard 
is still in the race but faces 
steep adds and has wan 
just two delegates in her 
quest for the nomination. 
Although she's no longer 
a presidential contender, 
Warren will likely remain a 
force in Democratic politics 
and could play a promi¬ 
nent role in a future admin¬ 
istration if the party wins 
the White House. Clearly 
aware of her power, War¬ 
ren didn't rush to endorse 
either Sanders or Biden. 
Warren suggested Thurs¬ 
day that she would take 


her time befare deciding 
whom to back. She didn't 
endorse Sanders in 2016 — 
something that infuriated 
some of his supporters — 
and only backed Hillary 
Clinton after she effectively 
won the nomination. 

Top advisers wha spake on 
the condition of anonymity 
to discuss private canver- 
sations indicated Warren 
wauldn't wait that long in 
2020 . 

Sanders wasted little time 
making an appeal to War¬ 
ren backers, saying in Ver¬ 
mont on Thursday, "I would 
simply say to her support¬ 
ers out there, of which 
there are millions: We are 
opening the door to you. 
We'd love you to come on 
board." 

But the divisions among 
Democrats run deep. Toni 
Van Pelt, the president of 
the National Organization 
for Women, urged Warren 
against siding with Sanders 
and noted Biden's involve¬ 
ment in the passage of the 
Violence Against Wamen 
Act. 

"She has a lot of leverage 
right now. We do trust her 
to make the right decisians 
on how to proceed. But 
we'd like her not to rush into 
this," Van Pelt said. "Sanders 
doesn't have a record. He's 
really, as far as we know, 
done next to nothing for 
women and for our issues 
and for the things that are 
our priorities." 

After a strong summer, 
Warren's poll numbers be¬ 
gan to slip after a series of 
debates in which she re¬ 
peatedly refused to answer 
direct questions about if 
she'd have to raise taxes 
on the middle class to pay 
for universal, government- 
funded health care under 
a "Medicare for AH" pro¬ 
gram. Warren's tap advis¬ 
ers were slow to catch on 
that not providing more 
details looked to voters like 
a major oversight for a can¬ 
didate who proudly had so 
many other policy plans. 
When Warren finally moved 
to correct the problem, her 
support eroded further. She 
moved away from a full 
endorsement of Medicare 
for All, announcing that 
she'd work with Congress 
to transition the country 
to the program over three 
years. Biden and ather ri¬ 
vals pounced, calling War¬ 
ren a flip-flopper, and her 




From left. Democratic presidential candidates Sen. Bernie Sanders, l-Vt., and former Vice Presi¬ 
dent Joe Biden, participate in a Democratic presidential primary debate at the Gaillard Center, 
Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2020, in Charieston, S.C., co-hosted by CBS News and the Congressionai Black 
Caucus Institute. 

Associated Press 


standing with progressives 
sagged as Sanders stood 
by his unwavering support 
for government-run health 
care immediately. 

After long avoiding di¬ 
rect conflict, Warren and 
Sanders clashed in Janu¬ 
ary after she said Sand¬ 
ers had suggested during 
a private meeting in 2018 
that a woman couldn't win 
the White House. Sanders 
denied that, but Warren 
refused to shake his aut- 
stretched hand after a de¬ 
bate in Iowa — which only 
further hurt her polling num¬ 
bers. 

By the time the campaign 


turned to the South Caro¬ 
lina primary late last month, 
an outside political group 
began pouring millions of 
dollars into television ad¬ 
vertising on her behalf. That 
forced Warren to say that, 
although she rejected su¬ 
per PACs, she'd accept 
their help as long as other 
candidates did. Her cam¬ 
paign, meanwhile, shifted 
strategy again, saying it 
was betting on a contested 
convention. 

Warren said outside her 
house on Thursday that 
"gender in this race, that is 
a trick question," since any 
woman running for office 


who acknowledges sex¬ 
ism is derided as a "whiner" 
and those who don't aren't 
accepting reality. But she 
nonetheless suggested 
her road might have been 
harder than that of the 
male candidates. 

"I was told at the beginning 
of this whole undertaking 
that there are twa lanes, a 
pragressive lane that Bernie 
Sanders is the incumbent 
far and a maderate lane 
that Joe Biden is the incum¬ 
bent for," she said. "And 
there's no room for anyone 
else in this. I thought that 
wasn't right, but, evidently, 
I was wrong. 


Trump administration to aiiow more 
seasonai foreign workers 


WASHINGTON (AP) — An 

additional 35,000 tempo¬ 
rary foreign workers will be 
allowed into the U.S. this 
year to fill seasonal jobs 
amid a tight labor market, 
the Trump administratian 
said Thursday. 

In expanding the number of 
so-called H-2B visas for tem¬ 
porary non-farm workers, 
the administration is siding 
with business groups and 
members of Congress who 
have argued that there 
are not enough Americans 
ta fill many service-sectar 
and faod-pracessing jabs 
across the country. 

"There are a lot of advo¬ 
cates, especially in Con¬ 


gress, on both sides of the 
aisle that really push for 
this," said Sarah Pierce, a 
policy analyst with the Mi¬ 
gration Policy Institute. 
There is an annual cap of 
66,000 H-2B visas but U.S. 
law allows the administra¬ 
tion to set a "supplemental" 
allocatian if needed. 

The additional 35,000 is 
the highest under Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump, who 
has said the U.S. needs 
temporary foreign work¬ 
ers because of demand 
in the labor market. Last 
year, the administratian set 
the supplemental visa cap 
at 30,000. In the two prior 
years it was 15,000, accard- 


ing to the Migration Policy 
Institute. 

A total of 10,000 of the ad¬ 
ditional H-2B visas will be set 
aside for the first time this 
year for people from Gua¬ 
temala, El Salvador and 
Honduras because those 
countries agreed ta help 
the administration ease 
pressure on the southern 
border by taking in people 
seeking U.S. asylum, ac¬ 
cording to the Department 
of Homeland Security. 

The administration says it 
will take "significant steps" 
ta address fraud and abuse 
in the H-2B pragram and 
will generally limit the visas 
ta returning warkers.Q 
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Tributes, protest mark 250th anniversary of Boston Massacre 



In this Tuesday, March 3,2020 photo Samuel Ike, of Cambridge, 
Mass., left, dressed in the role of Revolutionary War-era African 
American abolitionist Prince Hall, walks post the grove with red 
flowers of the victims of the 1770 shooting by British soldiers, 
known as the Boston Massacre, at the Granary Burying Ground 
in Boston. 


By PHILIP MARCELO 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Ceremo¬ 
nies and a protest are mark¬ 
ing the 250th anniversary 
Thursday of the massacre 
in Boston that helped spark 
the Revolutionary War. 

A morning tribute at the 
grave of the five victims of 
the fateful conflict included 
a wreath-laying ceremony 
and musket salute. 

The commemoration at the 
Old Granary Burial Ground 
in downtown Boston was 
the first of a number of 
events expected to take 
place across the country in 
the coming years to mark 
the 250th anniversary of 
America's war for indepen¬ 
dence, according to the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution, which hosted 
the brief service. 

Gov. Charlie Baker, Bos¬ 
ton Mayor Marty Walsh, 
the president of the Boston 
branch of the NAACP and 
others will also take part in 
an evening ceremony at 


the historic Old South Meet¬ 
ing House, also in down¬ 
town Boston near the mas¬ 
sacre site. 

And other black and Native 
American groups planned 
a "death procession" pro¬ 
test from the massacre site 
to Faneuil Hall on Thursday 
afternoon. 

The protesters want to re¬ 
name the historic meet¬ 
ing hall in honor of Crispus 
Attucks, a man of African 
American and Native 
American descent who 
was the first person killed in 
the massacre. 

Attucks is often cited as the 
first casualty of the Ameri¬ 
can Revolution, and the 
hall, where prominent Bos¬ 
tonians debated indepen¬ 
dence from Britain, was in¬ 
famously built by a wealthy 
merchant and slave trader. 
The groups are also calling 
for changing the state flag 
and seal, which depict a 
Native American man, a 
colonist's arm brandishing 
a sword and a Latin phrase 


that reads, in part, "By the 
sword we seek peace." 

The Boston Massacre took 
place on March 5, 1770, as 
a mob attacked a British 
soldier in front of the down¬ 
town Gustoms House on a 
snowy evening. 

The solider was among 
roughly 4,000 troops oc¬ 
cupying Boston in order to 
enforce new tax laws im¬ 
posed on the American 
colonies, according to the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution. 

British soldiers opened fire 
on the crowd, killing Attucks 
and four other men: Samu¬ 
el Gray, James Galdwell, 
Samuel Maverick and Pat¬ 
rick Garr. 

Two of the soldiers were 
eventually found guilty 
and branded. The victims 
were posthumously hailed 
as heroes, with thousands 
turning out for their funeral 
procession and their burial 
together. 

The story of the bloody 
street brawl, meanwhile. 


stoked anti-British senti¬ 
ment throughout the colo¬ 
nies, thanks in large part to 
widely circulated engrav¬ 
ings by Paul Revere depict¬ 
ing the British soldiers as the 
instigators of the conflict. 
John Adams, who defend¬ 
ed the British soldiers in their 
trial and later became the 


Associated Press 

new nation's second presi¬ 
dent, said the massacre 
was when the "founda¬ 
tion of American indepen¬ 
dence was laid." 

Four years later, irate Bosto¬ 
nians staged their infamous 
Tec Party, dumping British 
tea into the harbor to pro¬ 
test Golonial rule. □ 
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Pelosi lambastes Facebook over Trump ad a week before census 



House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., flanked by Rep. Karen 
Bass, D-Calif., chair of fhe Congressional Black Caucus, leff, 
and Rep. Joaquin Casfro, D-Texas, chair of fhe Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus, speaks fo fhe media abouf fhe 2020 Census 
and fhe concern for geffing an accurafe counf in minorify com- 
munifies on Capifoi Hill In Washingfon, Thursday, March 5, 2020. 

Associafed Press 


By MIKE SCHNEIDER and 
AMANDA SEITZ 
Associated Press 

Facebook on Thursday 
started taking down ads for 
the reelection campaign 
of President Donald Trump 
that direct people to o sur¬ 
vey labeled o “census,” 
hours otter House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi said people 
would confuse it with the 
once-a-decade head 
count. 

Facebook said in a state¬ 
ment that it was enforcing 
its policies to prevent con¬ 
fusion over the 2020 cen¬ 
sus, which begins for most 
people next week. 

“There are policies in 
place to prevent confu¬ 
sion around the official 
U.S. Census and this is an 
example of those being 
enforced," the Facebook 
statement said. 

Earlier in the day, Pelosi 
had called the survey 
sponsored by the Trump 
reelection campaign, “an 
absalute lie.” 

“A lie that is consistent 
with the misrepresentation 
policy of Facebook," Pe¬ 
losi said. “But now they're 
messing with who we are as 
Americans. I know the prof¬ 


it motive is their business 
model, but it should not 
come at the cost of count¬ 
ing who is in our country.” 
The ad says, “President 
Trump needs you to take 
the Official 2020 Congres¬ 
sional District Census to¬ 
day.” Clicking on a red 
button saying “Take the 
Survey” leads to a website 
with questions asking visi¬ 
tors about party affiliatian, 
whether they intend ta sup¬ 
port Trump and which me¬ 
dia arganizatians they get 


their informatian, among 
other questions. 

Similar mailings have been 
distributed around the U.S. 
On Thursday, faur Demo¬ 
cratic House members — 
Reps. Carolyn Maloney of 
New York, Jamie Raskin of 
Maryland, Gerry Connolly 
of Virginia, and Katie Porter 
of California — demanded 
in a letter that the Repub¬ 
lican Natianal Cammittee 
stop any mailings or online 
ads that resemble Census 
Bureau dacuments. 


Census Bureau officials 
have been on high alert 
for online misinformation 
aimed at confusing people 
about who is eligible to 
fill out the form or how to 
properly file it, along with 
imitation websites posing 
as the official census site. 
The bureau has spent the 
last year forging relation¬ 
ships with the major tech 
platforms - Facebook, 
Twitter and Google - to 
put out accurate informa¬ 
tian about how the census 
works and yank misinforma- 
tian about the form from 
their sites. 

In January, Facebaok be¬ 
gan banning ads that dis¬ 
courage people from par¬ 
ticipating in the census or 
portray it as “useless.” The 
ban applies to ads on both 
Facebook and Instagram, 
which Facebcck awns. The 
platfcrm aisc anncunced 
that misleading pasts 
about the census would be 
subject to removal. Typi¬ 
cally, the platform does not 
remove false or misleading 
content from its site, unless 
it gives wrong information 
about voting. 

The Trump campaign on 
Tuesday began running 
different versians of the 
census ad an Facebaok 
across the country from 
Trump and Vice President 
Mike Pence’s cfficial Face¬ 
bcck page. The campaign 
purchased thousands of 
the online ads that were 
viewed thousands of times 
before Facebook began 
removing them Thursday. 
Former Census Bureau di- 
rectcr John Thompson said 
the Trump campaign has 
put a new spin on an old 
campaign strategy: For 
years. Republicans have 
sent fundraising mailers 
that mimic the census. 
Although it's hard to tell if 
those tactics have had any 
impact on the response 
rate to the census, Thomp¬ 
son said “the less confusion, 
the better” when it comes 
to the once-every-decade 
survey. Trump’s ads and 
the Republican mailers 
could dupe some people 
into thinking they’ve al¬ 
ready filled out the official 
census form, and if there’s 
any consequence at all, 
it could be that the move 


backfires on Trump's own 
supporters, Thompson said. 
“I dcn’t know that they 
wculd want to have ccn- 
fusion,” said Thompson, 
who served in the Obama 
administration. “It could 
have a reverse impact cn 
the Trump administration, 
(it) could create an under¬ 
representation of their con¬ 
stituents in the census.” 
Meanwhile, in the U.S Sen¬ 
ate, Democratic senators 
told U.S. Commerce Sec¬ 
retary Wilbur Rass, whase 
department oversees the 
U.S. Census Bureau, they 
felt misled by his testimony 
almost two years ago on 
the origins of a failed citi¬ 
zenship question. Ross was 
testifying Thursday before 
the Senate Committee on 
Appropriations. 

The U.S. Supreme Court 
blocked the Trump admin¬ 
istration last summer from 
adding a citizenship ques- 
ticn tc the 2020 questicn- 
naire. The administraticn 
had said the question was 
being added to aid the 
Justice Department in en¬ 
forcing a law that protects 
minority voters’ access to 
the ballot box. But the high 
court said the administra- 
tian’s justification for the 
question “seems to have 
been cantrived.” 
Opponents argued it 
wauld have intimidated 
immigrants, Hispanics and 
others from participating in 
the once-a-decade head 
count that determines how 
$1.5 trillion in federal spend¬ 
ing is allocated and how 
many congressional seats 
each state gets. 

“Yaur statements were to¬ 
tally false,” Demacratic 
U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy of 
Vermont told Ross during 
the hearing. “There is now 
an avalanche of evidence 
showing you repeatedly 
pressured both the Jus¬ 
tice Department and the 
Census Bureau for nearly a 
year to support adding the 
questian.” 

Rass denied misleading 
the senatars.“”My state¬ 
ments were correct then. 
They were true then. They 
are correct now. They are 
true now,” Ross said. Leahy 
responded, “The evidence 
we've seen shows they 
were not true.”Q 
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'Simple greed': Ex-UAW leader Jones 


By ED WHITE 
Associated Press 
DETROIT (AP) — Prosecu¬ 
tors on Thursday charged 
the former president of the 
United Auto Workers with 
corruption, alleging he 
plotted with others to em¬ 
bezzle more than $l million 
to splurge on private villas, 
golf outings, boozy meals 
and horseback rides on 
beaches. 

The federal government 
has been marching toward 
Gary Jones for months, af¬ 
ter an embarrassing search 
of his Detroit-area home 
and a series of guilty pleas 
in a wide-ranging investi¬ 
gation of UAW leaders liv¬ 
ing the high life while repre¬ 
senting blue collar workers. 
"We stand before you to¬ 
day because of greed — 
pure and simple greed. ... 
The charges against Gary 
Jones ore offensive to the 
hard-working men and 
women of the UAW," said 
Steve D'Antuono, the head 
of the FBI in Detroit. 

Jones was charged with 
conspiring to embezzle, to 
aid racketeering and to 
defraud the government. 
The document was titled 
a criminal "information," 
which signals that a guilty 
plea is likely. 

Defense attorney J. Bruce 
Maffeo offered no com¬ 
ment. Jones was UAW pres¬ 
ident for about I 1/2 years 


before quitting under a 
cloud in November. 

Nine union officials and a 
late officiors spouse have 
pleaded guilty since 2017. 
The investigation began 
with the discovery that Fiat 
Chrysler money from a Fiat 
Chrysler-UAW job training 
center was stolen. It then 
stretched to embezzlement 
of union funds. 

The court filing against 
Jones describes a scheme 
to pocket cash and enjoy 
luxuries, starting in 2010, 
long before he rose to the 
presidency. 

Jones and other officials set 
up accounts that were sup¬ 
posed to be used for legiti¬ 
mate conference expens¬ 
es in California. Instead, 
according to the govern¬ 
ment, they used the money 
to pay for "private villas, 
high-end liquor and meal 
expenses, golfing apparel, 
golf clubs and green fees." 
Jones, for example, or¬ 
dered more than $13,000 
worth of cigars from a shop 
in Arizona, according to 
the court document. 

U.S. Attorney Matthew Sch¬ 
neider recited o litany of 
other excesses: horseback 
riding on the beach, sun¬ 
glasses, spa treatments for 
spouses. 

"We ore not done and I 
can't predict when we will 
be done," Schneider said 
when asked if more people 


were being targeted. 

The latest guilty plea oc¬ 
curred Monday when Ed¬ 
ward "Nick" Robinson ap¬ 
peared in court. He was 
based of the UAW's Region 
5 office near St. Louis, which 
was led by Jones until 
Jones became UAW presi¬ 
dent in 2018. The govern¬ 
ment sold Robinson fraud¬ 
ulently obtained $500,000 
to $700,000, giving at least 
$60,000 to Jones. 

Vance Pearson, another 
Jones ally from his time in 
St. Louis, pleaded guilty 
in February. He followed 
Jones to become head of 
the regional office. 

The UAW expressed dis¬ 
gust about the allega¬ 
tions against Jones, who 
marched in Detroit's Labor 
Day parade lost year, just 
days otter agents seized 
golf clubs and more than 
$30,000 from his Canton 
Township home. 

"This is o violation of trust, 
o violation of the sacred 
management of union 
dues, and goes against ev¬ 
erything we believe in os o 
union," the UAW said. 

The union now is led by Rory 
Gamble, who has promised 
to reform the culture in the 
UAW's top ranks. As port of 
that effort, o Michigan va¬ 
cation home built on union 
property for retired Presi¬ 
dent Dennis Williams is listed 
for sale at $1.3 million. 


Michigan lawmaker disciplined 
after sexual harassment probe 


LANSING, Mich. (AP) — A 

Michigan lawmaker was 
stripped of o committee 
chairmanship and ordered 
to undergo training Thurs¬ 
day otter the state Senate 
concluded allegations of 
sexual harassment lodged 
by several women, includ¬ 
ing o legislator, were cred¬ 
ible. 


Republican Sen. Peter Lu- 
cido of Macomb County's 
Shelby Township lost his po¬ 
sition leading the Senate 
Advice and Consent Com¬ 
mittee. He will continue to 
chair another panel and 
co-choir o joint Senate- 
House committee. 

The Senate hod opened 
on investigation in Janu¬ 


ary otter o young reporter 
complained that Lucido 
mode o sexist comment 
to her before o group of 
high school boys. A female 
senator then accused him 
of sexually harassing her 
at o Capitol orientation. 
A woman who works for o 
trade group mode similar 
ollegotions.G 


charged with corruption 



In this July 16, 2019, file photo. Gory Jones, United Auto Workers 
President, speaks during the opening of their contract talks with 
Fiat Chrysler Automobiles in Auburn Hills, Mich. 

Associated Press 


The UAW, based in Detroit, 
has about 400,000 mem¬ 
bers and is best known for 
representing workers of Fiat 
Chrysler, General Motors 
and Ford Motor. 

Schneider said some type 
of government oversight of 
the UAW is possible when 
the criminal investigation 
ends. He referred to re¬ 
cent positive comments by 
the head of the Teamsters 
union, which emerged from 
oversight otter 30 years. 

"It could possibly be o good 
model here," Schneider 
said. 


The scandal has caused 
tension between CM and 
Fiat Chrysler. CM filed 
o racketeering lawsuit 
against the rival, alleging 
Fiat Chrysler was able to 
negotiate valuable labor 
concessions with the UAW 
in exchange for payoffs at 
a job training center. Three 
Fiat Chrysler officials plead¬ 
ed guilty, including the 
company's former labor re¬ 
lations chief. 

A $262,000 mortgage on o 
union official's home was 
paid off with training center 
money from Fiat Chrysler.Q 
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Insurers will cover virus tests, but check if costs apply 



Vice President Mike Pence with President Donaid Trump and White House coronavirus response 
coordinator Dr. Deborah Birx, speaks during a coronavirus briefing with Airline CEOs in the Roos¬ 
evelt Room ot the White House, Wednesday, March 4, 2020, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By RICARDO ALONSO- 
ZALDIVAR and TOM MUR¬ 
PHY 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

day after Vice President 
Mike Pence assured Ameri¬ 
cans that lab tests for coro¬ 
navirus would be covered 
by private and govern¬ 
ment health insurance, 
that promise appears to be 
less than airtight. 

The bottom line: Medicare, 
Medicaid, and "Obam- 
acore" insurance plans will 
cover the tests, officials 
said Thursday. Major insur¬ 
ers also said they will cover 
such tests. But people with 
employer-provided insur¬ 
ance should check with 
their plan because copays 
and deductibles may ap¬ 
ply. State health depart¬ 
ments will test for free. 

"It's a common type of test, 
just like you get a swab for 
strep throat," Seema Ver- 
ma, head of the federal 
Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, told 
reporters on Capitol Hill. 
"I think private insurance 
companies, it does de¬ 
pend on coverage. But like 
I said, this is something that 
is commonly covered." 


Doctors and insurers stress 
that patients potentially 
exposed to coronavirus 
should not avoid getting 
tested because of con¬ 
cerns about potential costs. 
The board of directors of 
an industry group that rep¬ 
resents big insurance com¬ 
panies said Thursday that 
member plans will cover 
tests ordered by a doctor. 


"We will take action to ease 
network, referral, and prior 
authorization requirements 
and/or waive patient cost 
sharing," America’s Health 
Insurance Plans said in a 
statement. 

Translation: Call your insur¬ 
ance plan to see what par¬ 
ticular steps it's taking and 
whether you qualify for no- 
cost testing. 

In Washington state, where 
at least 11 people have 
died. Insurance Commis¬ 
sioner Mike Kreidler moved 
to dispel doubts Thursday 
by ordering insurers in the 
state not to charge copays 
or deductibles to people 
who require coronavirus 
tests. The directive applies 
only to plans regulated by 
the state. 

On Wednesday, Pence 
made what's now look¬ 
ing like a work-in-progress 
seem like a done deal. 
"With regard to the cost, let 
me be very clear," Pence 
said at a White House brief¬ 
ing. The Health and Human 
Services Department "has 
designated the coronavirus 
test as an essential health 
benefit. That means by def¬ 
inition, it's covered in the 
private health insurance of 
every American as well as 
covered by Medicare and 
Medicaid." 

Some independent experts 
were flummoxed, uncer¬ 
tain that the government 
has the authority to order 
blanket coverage of a 
medical service. 


"I'm not sure what he 
means," said Karen Pol- 
litz of the nonpartisan Kai¬ 
ser Family Foundation. "I 
can't point to anything that 
would back that up." 
"Essential health benefits" is 
a term used in the Afford¬ 
able Care Act to describe 
broad categories of care. 
Under the health law, pre¬ 
ventive services have to be 
covered at no cost to the 
patient. But that designa¬ 
tion requires a formal eval¬ 
uation by an expert task 
force, and there's no indi¬ 
cation that has happened. 
And the coronavirus test 
might be classified as a 
diagnostic test, not a pre¬ 
ventive service. Usually, pa¬ 
tients pay some of the cost 
for diagnostic tests, through 
copays and deductibles. 

It’s unlikely that a patient 
will receive only one test for 
coronavirus. A doctor also 
might order a chest X-ray 
or tests for bacterial pneu¬ 
monia or the flu, also respi¬ 
ratory diseases, depending 
on the patient’s symptoms. 
Administration officials say 
coronavirus tests should be 
widely available in the next 
few days, and Verma said 
the government wants the 
broadest possible access. 
Responding to a question 
about concerns, she said, 
"We're going to continue 
to look at that, that if it be¬ 
comes an issue, I would say 
that's something we want 
to make sure people have 
access to tests." 


With costs remaining an un¬ 
resolved issue, Pollitz points 
out that the annual de¬ 
ductible for an employee 
covered by workplace in¬ 
surance averages $1,655, 
and double that for fami¬ 
lies. Most deductibles reset 
every January, and con¬ 
sumers generally don't sat¬ 
isfy theirs until May or later. 
Deductibles are higher for 
individual insurance plans. 
About half of all insured 
adults in the United States 
worry about affording their 
deductible, according to a 
recent poll from the Kaiser 
Foundation. 

Research shows that peo¬ 
ple with deductible worries 
don’t just avoid wasteful or 
unnecessary care, said Sa¬ 
brina Corlette, co-director 
of Georgetown University’s 
Center on Health Insur¬ 
ance Reforms. "They're ac¬ 
tually not getting care they 
should be getting," she 
said. 

Plus there are an estimated 
28 million uninsured people 
in the United States. 

The American Academy of 
Family Physicians says unin¬ 
sured people should con¬ 
tact their local health de¬ 
partment or a community 
health center for help. Coll 
first, in case officials need 
to prepare for a visit from 
someone who may have 
the virus. 

Insured patients who are 
worried about bills should 
contact their doctor’s of¬ 
fice or their insurer. They 
may be able to connect 
patients with a nurse or ar¬ 
range a telemedicine visit 
to help decide whether an 
office visit is even needed. 
Insurers also may be able to 
lay out all options for care 
and what a visit may cost 
according to a patient's 
coverage. 

Insurers may also ease re¬ 
quirements such as a large 
deductible payment for 
some care. 

"Our first priority is to en¬ 
sure our members have 
access to the diagnostic 
and treatment care they 
need, and we are continu¬ 
ing to work with our cus¬ 
tomers and policy-makers 
on this public health chal¬ 
lenge," said Eric Hausman, 
a spokesman for the insurer 
UnitedHealthcare. □ 
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Gas driller pulls out of 
talks in $5M suit against 
resident 


By MICHAEL RUBINKAM 
Associated Press 

One of Pennsylvania's larg¬ 
est gas drillers pulled out 
of settlement talks aimed 
at resolving its $5 million 
lawsuit against a resident 
whose drinking water was 
contaminated and who 
has spent years bashing 
the energy industry. 
Houston-based Cabot Oil 
& Gas Corp. sued Dimock 
resident Ray Kemble and 
his former lawyers in 2017, 
claiming they tried to extort 
the company through frivo¬ 
lous litigation. Cabot also 
claims Kemble violated 
a 2012 settlement agree¬ 
ment by repeatedly "spout¬ 
ing lies" about the compa¬ 
ny in public. 

Kemble, a high-profile 
fracking opponent who 
has traveled the country 
talking about his experi¬ 
ences with the gas industry, 
charges that Cabot is try¬ 
ing to shut him up. 

The company, which has 
drilled hundreds of wells in 
the Marcellus Shale natu¬ 
ral gas formation, pulled 
out of a settlement confer¬ 
ence scheduled for Friday 
because the parties have 
made "no progress" toward 
resolution, Cabot said in a 
legal filing. 

Kemble's former lawyers, in 
turn, accused the driller of 
failing to negotiate in good 
faith, calling its withdrawal 
from talks "an indication 
that this action was not in¬ 
tended to seek compensa¬ 
tory damages, but instead 
an attempt to harass, em¬ 
barrass and annoy the de¬ 
fendants." 

An email was sent to Cabot 
spokesman George Stark 
on Thursday seeking com¬ 
ment on the case, which, 
for now, remains on a path 
toward trial. 

Kemble and others have 
long accused Cabot of 
polluting their water sup¬ 
plies, a claim that formed 
the basis of the Emmy- 
winning 2010 documentary 
"Gasland." State regulators 
held Cabot responsible for 
polluting residential water 
wells and banned it from 


drilling in a 9-square-mile 
(23-square-kilometer) area 
of Dimock, a rural commu¬ 
nity 150 miles (240 kilome¬ 
ters) north of Philadelphia. 
Cabot, which has long 
denied responsibility, has 
been waging a fierce 
PR and legal campaign 
against Kemble and other 
fracking opponents who 
the company says are 
funded by deep-pocketed 
environmental groups to 
spread falsehoods about 
Cabot. The company, 
which is publicly traded, 
has said it sees the litiga¬ 
tion against Kemble and his 
former lawyers as a way to 
defend itself from scurrilous 
attacks. 

But Stark, who was de¬ 
posed by the defendants' 
lawyers in January, was 
largely unable to identify 
specific economic dam¬ 
ages suffered by Cabot 
as a result of Kemble's 
short-lived federal lawsuit. 
Kemble's suit had accused 
Cabot of polluting his water 
supply anew. 

Under questioning. Stark as¬ 
serted that Cabot's reputa¬ 
tion was harmed by Kem¬ 
ble. But he added: "From 
the standpoint of the on¬ 
going basis, I can't even as¬ 
certain what the damages 
would be," according to a 
transcript. 

Documents filed as part of 
the case show that both 
sides are far apart in resolv¬ 
ing their differences. 
Kemble's former law firms 
offered $50,000 to settle, 
asserting that Cabot itself 
could only substantiate 
damages of $90,000 for le¬ 
gal fees it incurred in 2017. 
Cabot, in turn, offered to 
settle for $3 million — the 
limits of the law firms' mal¬ 
practice insurance policies. 
Kemble's current lawyer 
has not offered a monetary 
settlement, demanding 
that Cabot dismiss Kemble 
from the case. 

Cabot has been aggres¬ 
sive about pursuing its law¬ 
suit, forcing Kemble's fellow 
activists to sit for depositions 
and obtaining their bank 
records. In his deposition. 


This Feb. 4, 2018, file photo shows Roy Kemble speaking with reporters outside the Susquehanna 
County Courthouse in Montrose, Pa. 

Associated Press 


Stark asserted that Kemble 
and others had perpetu¬ 
ated a "hoax" that gas drill¬ 
ing had polluted the water. 
At one point, the company 


sought to have Kemble 
thrown in jail for failing to 
appear at depositions. 

The judge overseeing the 
case has previously criti¬ 


cized the company for its 
$5 million demand, say¬ 
ing Cabot announced the 
large sum in order to gener¬ 
ate headlines. □ 
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Judge: Dubai ruler threatened wife, had daughters abducted 



In this Sunday, Jan 17, 2016 file photo. Princess Haya bint ai-Hussein, the wife of the Prime Minister 
of the UAE and Ruier of Dubai, attends a press conference in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The ruler 
of Dubai conducted a 
campaign of fear and in¬ 
timidation against his es¬ 
tranged wife and ordered 
the abduction of two of his 
daughters, a British judge 
ruled in documents that 
were unsealed Thursday. 

A judge at the High Court in 
London found that Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, 70, "acted 
in a manner from the end 
of 2018 which has been 
aimed at intimidating and 
frightening" his ex-wife Prin¬ 
cess Haya, 45. 

Judge Andrew McFarlane 
also said the sheikh "or¬ 
dered and orchestrated" 
the abductions and forced 
return to Dubai of two of 
his adult daughters from 
another marriage: Sheikha 
Shamsa in August 2000, 
and Sheikha Latifa in 2002 
and again in 2018. 

The judge made rulings in 
December and January 
after a battle between the 
estranged spouses over the 
welfare of their two chil¬ 
dren, but the sheikh fought 
to prevent them from be¬ 
ing made public. The U.K 
Supreme Court quashed 


that attempt on Thursday. 
Princess Haya, daughter 
of the late King Hussein of 
Jordan, married the Dubai 
ruler in 2004, becoming his 
second official wife, the 
court said. Sheikh Moham¬ 
med also has several un¬ 
official wives. The couple 
have a daughter, Jalila, 12, 
and 8-year-old son Zayed, 


the youngest of the ruler’s 
25 children. 

In April 2019, Princess Haya 
fled the Gulf emirate with 
her children, saying she 
had become terrified of 
her husband's threats and 
intimidation. 

The threats continued af¬ 
ter the princess moved to 
London, the judge said. 


adding that the sheikh had 
used the apparatus of the 
state "to threaten, intimi¬ 
date, mistreat and oppress 
with a total disregard for 
the rule of law." 

In May 2019, Sheikh Mo¬ 
hammed launched legal 
action, seeking the chil¬ 
dren’s return to Dubai, while 
Princess Haya asked for 


them to be made wards of 
the British court and stay in 
the U.K. 

The sheikh later dropped 
his bid to take the children 
back to Dubai, and fought 
unsuccessfully to prevent 
the court issuing a fact¬ 
finding judgment on his 
wife’s allegations. 

The judge found that Ha- 
ya’s allegations about the 
threats and abductions 
met the civil standard of 
proof on the balance of 
probabilities. 

Princess Haya also alleged 
that Sheikh Mohammed 
had made arrangements 
for Jalila — then aged 11 — 
to be married to the Crown 
Prince of Saudi Arabia, 
Mohammed bin Salman. 
The judge said the hearsay 
evidence for that allega¬ 
tion fell "well short of the re¬ 
quired standard" of proof. 
Sheikh Mohammed, who 
is also vice president and 
prime minister of the United 
Arab Emirates, is popular 
at home and is seen as a 
modernizing force. He has, 
however, faced criticism 
abroad following reports 
that his daughter Latifa 
tried to flee the country and 
was forcibly returned.Q 


Van attack suspect admits to carrying out Toronto attack 



Alek Minassian, top, is seen during a police interview in a still 
trome token trom handout video tootoge. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — A man 

accused of killing 10 peo¬ 
ple when he drove a van 
into crowds of pedestrians 
on a busy Toronto sidewalk 
in 2018 has admitted to 
planning and carrying out 
the attack, a court heard 
Thursday. 

Alek Minassian faces 10 
counts of first-degree mur¬ 
der and 1 6 of attempted 
murder in connection with 
the attack on April 23, 2018. 
His trial is scheduled to be¬ 
gin in front of a judge, with¬ 
out a jury, in April. 

Minassian told police short¬ 
ly after the attack that he 
carried it out in retribution 
for years of sexual rejection 
and ridicule by women. 
His arrest drew attention to 
an online world of people 
expressing sexual loneli¬ 
ness, rage and misogyny 
after the suspect invoked 
an uprising by "involuntary 
celibates" and said he had 


contact with a California 
killer who seethed at wom¬ 
en for rejecting him. 

Eight women and two men 
ranging in age from 22 to 
94 died. 

Prosecutor John Rinaldi 
read out an agreed state¬ 
ment of facts between the 
prosecution and defense. 
"While driving the van in 
the said area, (Minassian) 
drove his van into, or oth¬ 
erwise struck, at least 26 
people, 10 of those people 
were killed and 16 injured 
to various degrees," Rinaldi 
said. 

The 27-year-old is in court 
for a pre-trial motion hear¬ 
ing where his lawyer, Boris 
Bytensky, is fighting over 
the admissibility of a state¬ 
ment Minassian gave to a 
booking officer shortly after 
his arrest. 

As part of a standard set of 
questions, the booking of¬ 
ficer asked Minassian if he 
had any illnesses. 


"Yes. I am a murdering 
piece of shit," Minassian 
said. 

The defense concedes 
Minassian made that state¬ 
ment, but argues Minas- 
sian’s constitutional rights 

— the right to remain silent 

— were violated. 

Several victims and families 
of those who died in the 


attack were in the court¬ 
room. Some wiped tears 
away and others stared 
Minassian when the video 
showed him making that 
statement to police. 
Minassian later told police 
in a lengthy interview after 
the attack that he carried 
it out in retribution for years 
of sexual rejection and ridi¬ 


cule by women. He told 
a detective that he was 
part of the so-called "in- 
cel movement," which is a 
fringe internet subculture 
that attracts males who are 
involuntarily celibate. 
Minassian told Det. Rob 
Thomas that he saw himself 
on the bottom rung of soci¬ 
ety as an incel, and want¬ 
ed to be part of an "upris¬ 
ing" in an effort to change 
his societal status. 

"This is the day of retribu¬ 
tion," Minassian told Thom¬ 
as. 

He also told the detective 
he had "accomplished" his 
mission. 

Minassian conceded that 
interview in court on Thurs¬ 
day, which will now form 
part of the agreed facts in 
the case. 

The judge has said the case 
will turn on Minassian’s state 
of mind at the time of the 
attack, not whether he did 
it.a 
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International court approves Afghanistan investigation 



In this Thursday, Nov. 7, 2019 file image the International Criminal Court, or ICC, is seen in The 
Hague, Netherlands. 

Associated Press 


THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — International Crimi¬ 
nal Court judges autho¬ 
rized a far-reaching inves¬ 
tigation Thursday of war 
crimes and crimes against 
humanity allegedly com¬ 
mitted by Afghan govern¬ 
ment forces, the Taliban, 
American troops and U.S. 
foreign intelligence opera¬ 
tives. 

The appellate ruling 
marked the first time the 
court’s prosecutor has 
been cleared to investi¬ 
gate U.S. forces, and set 
the global tribunal on a col¬ 
lision course with the Trump 
administration. 

Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda 
pledged to carry out an in¬ 
dependent and impartial 
investigation and called for 
full support and coopera¬ 
tion from all parties. 

"The many victims of atro¬ 
cious crimes committed in 
the context of the conflict 
in Afghanistan deserve to 
finally have justice," Ben¬ 
souda said. "Today they are 
one step closer to that cov¬ 
eted outcome." 
Washington, which has long 
rejected the court's jurisdic¬ 
tion and refuses to cooper¬ 
ate with it, condemned the 
decision while human rights 
groups and lawyers for vic¬ 
tims applauded it. 

"This is a truly breathtak¬ 
ing action by an unac¬ 
countable political institu¬ 
tion masquerading as a 
legal body," U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo 
said at a State Depart¬ 
ment briefing. "It is all the 
more reckless for this rul¬ 
ing to come just days after 
the United States signed 
a historic peace deal on 


Afghanistan, which is the 
best chance for peace in a 
generation." 

His comments reflect long- 
held distrust of the ICC by 
the U.S. government. In 
2018, then-National Secu¬ 
rity Adviser John Bolton said 
the court — established in 
2002 to prosecute atroci¬ 
ties throughout the world — 
" unacceptably threatens 
American sovereignty and 
U.S. national security inter¬ 
ests." 

A five-judge appellate 
panel upheld an appeal 
by prosecutors against a 
pretrial chamber's rejec¬ 
tion in April last year of Ben- 
souda's request to open a 
probe in Afghanistan. 

While acknowledging that 
widespread crimes have 
been committed in Af¬ 
ghanistan, pretrial judges 
had said an investigation 


wouldn't be in the inter¬ 
ests of justice because the 
expected lack of coop¬ 
eration meant convictions 
would ultimately be unlike¬ 
ly- 

That decision drew fierce 
criticism from rights organi¬ 
zations who said it neglect¬ 
ed the desire of victims to 
see justice in Afghanistan 
and effectively rewarded 
states that refused to co¬ 
operate with the Hague- 
based court. 

Even though an investiga¬ 
tion has now been autho¬ 
rized, the prospect of sus¬ 
pects appearing in court in 
The Hague any time soon 
remains dim. Like the Unit¬ 
ed States, Afghanistan also 
opposed the investigation. 
Rights groups, however, 
welcomed the decision. 
"The ICC Appeals Cham¬ 
ber’s decision to green light 


an investigation of brutal 
crimes in Afghanistan de¬ 
spite extreme pressure on 
the court's independence 
reaffirms the court’s essen¬ 
tial role for victims when all 
other doors to justice are 
closed," said Param-Preet 
Singh, associate interna¬ 
tional justice director at Hu¬ 
man Rights Watch. 

She added that the deci¬ 
sion "also sends a much- 
needed signal to current 
and would-be perpetra¬ 
tors of atrocities that justice 
may one day catch up to 
them." 

At a hearing in December, 
prosecutors argued that 
pretrial judges at the glob¬ 
al court overstepped their 
powers by blocking the 
investigation. The appeals 
judges agreed. 

"The Appeals Chamber 
considers it appropriate to 


amend the appealed de¬ 
cision to the effect that the 
prosecutor is authorized to 
commence an investiga¬ 
tion," Presiding Judge Piotr 
Hofmanski said. 

After a preliminary probe 
in Afghanistan that lasted 
more than a decade, Ben¬ 
souda asked judges in No¬ 
vember 2017 to authorize a 
far-reaching investigation. 
She said there is informa¬ 
tion that members of the 
U.S. military and intelli¬ 
gence agencies "commit¬ 
ted acts of torture, cruel 
treatment, outrages upon 
personal dignity, rape and 
sexual violence against 
conflict-related detainees 
in Afghanistan and other 
locations, principally in the 
2003-2004 period." 
Katherine Gallagher, Senior 
Staff Attorney at the Cen¬ 
ter for Constitutional Rights, 
who represents a group of 
victims of U.S. detention, 
said the decision "breathed 
new life into the mantra 
that 'no one is above the 
law' and restored some 
hope that justice can be 
available — and applied 
— to all." 

Gallagher represented two 
men still being held in U.S. 
detention at Guantanamo 
Bay, Sharqawi Al-Hajj and 
Guled Duran, and the wife 
of a third man who has 
died. 

Bensouda alleges that the 
Taliban and other insurgent 
groups have killed more 
than 17,000 Afghan civilians 
since 2009, including some 
7,000 targeted killings, and 
that Afghan security forces 
are suspected of torturing 
prisoners at government 
detention centers. □ 


German bishops approve guidelines for abuse case payments 


Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — Germany’s 
Roman Catholic bishops 
on Thursday approved 
new guidelines that likely 
will provide for payments 
ranging up to about 50,000 
euros ($55,700) each for 
victims of sexual abuse by 
clergy. 

The church has been 
shaken in recent years by 
scandals in several coun¬ 
tries, including Germany. 
A church-commissioned 


report in 2018 concluded 
that at least 3,677 people 
were abused by clergy in 
Germany between 1946 
and 2014 — more than half 
of them 13 or younger and 
nearly a third of them altar 
boys. 

A top bishop has apolo¬ 
gized for the abuse. 

The German Bishops' Con¬ 
ference said at the end of 
a regular meeting Thursday 
that compensation pay¬ 
ments would be decided 


by "a central and indepen¬ 
dent body on the basis of 
an examination of plausibil¬ 
ity." 

Their level will be oriented 
toward awards by courts in 
comparable cases and to¬ 
ward the "upper region" of 
those awards, it said. 

Such awards range be¬ 
tween 5,000 and 50,000 
euros "as a rule, and there 
are also sums that go be¬ 
yond that," said Trier Bishop 
Stephan Ackermann, the 


German church's point 
man on the abuse scandal. 
Until now, people could 
apply for "payments in rec¬ 
ognition of suffering." 

The bishops' conference 
says that payments total¬ 
ling 10.1 million euros to 
a little over 2,000 people 
have been recommended 
since 2011, according to 
the dpa news agency - an 
average of some 5,000 eu¬ 
ros each. 

The new guidelines didn’t 


satisfy representatives of 
victims. They fell short of a 
recommendation present¬ 
ed to the bishops by an in¬ 
dependent working group 
last year for payments 
ranging up to 300,000 or 
400,000 euros each. 

The details of how to imple¬ 
ment the guidelines are to 
be worked out by this fall. 
The bishops’ conference 
stressed that payments are 
"voluntary and indepen¬ 
dent of legal claims."Q 
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India restores full Internet access In Kashmir for 2 weeks 





In this Jan. 30, 2020, file photo, Kashmiri journalists browse the internet on their mobile phones 
inside the media center set up by government authorities in Srinagar, Indian controlled Kashmir. 

Associated Press 


By AIJAZ HUSSAIN 
Associated Press 
SRINAGAR, India (AP) 

— Indian authorities on 
Wednesday temporarily re¬ 
voked a bon on social me¬ 
dia sites and restored tull 
internet access in disput¬ 
ed Kashmir for two weeks, 
seven months after they 
stripped the restive region 
of its statehood and semi¬ 
autonomy and enforced 
a total communications 
blackout. 

Internet access over mo¬ 
bile devices, however, will 
remain restricted to slow 
speed. 

The restoration of the inter¬ 
net will remain in effect till 
March 17, a government 
order said. It gave no ex¬ 
planation of the time limit. 
A recent Supreme Court 
order had said the internet 
ban could not be indefi¬ 
nite. 

The order issued by the re¬ 
gion’s home secretary, Sha- 
leen Kabra, said internet 
access over fixed lines will 
be restricted to registered 


customers. 

A.K. Srivastava, an official 
at state-run Bharat Sanchar 
Nigam Ltd., the leading 
broadband service provid¬ 
er in Kashmir, said it has be¬ 
gun implementing the new 
government order. 

When it imposed the inter¬ 
net ban in August, the gov¬ 
ernment said it was neces¬ 
sary to head off anti-India 
protests and attacks by 
rebels who have fought for 
decades for Muslim-majori- 
ty Kashmir's independence 
or unification with Pakistan, 
which administers the other 
part of Kashmir. Both coun¬ 
tries claim the Himalayan 
region in its entirety. 

Digital rights activists de¬ 
nounced the tight internet 
restrictions and said they 
represented a new level of 
government control over 
information allowing it to 
further restrict freedoms 
in Kashmir. They were also 
criticized by lawmakers in 
Europe and the U.S., who 
called on the government 
to end the curbs. 


Authorities in January slight¬ 
ly eased the internet ban, 
allowing the Indian-con- 
trolled territory's more than 
7 million people to access 
government-approved 
websites over slow-speed 
connections. They herald¬ 


ed the decision as a step 
toward normalcy. 

The portion of the divided 
Kashmir region that Hindu- 
majority India controls was 
already one of the most 
militarized places in the 
world before the govern¬ 


ment scrapped its state¬ 
hood, began pouring in 
more troops and imposed 
harsh curbs on civil rights 
and information, including 
a blackout on the internet, 
cellphones, landlines and 
cable TV.G 


Philippine poiice chief, 7 others 
injured in chopper crash 



The site of a helicopter crash is cordoned off in San Pedro, La¬ 
guna province, south of Manila, Philippines Thursday, march 5, 
2020. 

Associated Press 


Pakistani isiamists 
accused of defacing 
pro-woman murai 


SAN PEDRO, Philippines 
(AP) — A helicopter carry¬ 
ing the Philippine national 
police chief and seven 
other people crashed after 
hitting a power cable on 
takeoff Thursday, critically 
injuring two other generals 
on board. 

Gen. Archie Francisco 
Gamboa and the oth¬ 
ers were pulled from the 
wreckage by police of¬ 
ficers on a village road in 
San Pedro city in Laguna 
province, south of Manila. 
Gamboa was injured in the 
shoulder and right arm but 
flashed a thumbs-up and 
said, "I'm OK" while being 
wheeled to an ambulance. 
In a video shown by the 
DZMM network, Gamboa 
later said from his hospital 
bed that he would report 
back to work on Monday 
and asked for prayers for 
those who remained hospi¬ 
talized. 

Two passengers — Maj. 
Gen. Mariel Magaway and 
Maj. Gen. Jose Ma. Victor 


Ramos — were in critical 
condition, while the rest, in¬ 
cluding the police spokes¬ 
man and the police flight 
crew, were in stable con¬ 
dition, police Maj. Gen. 
Benigno Durana Jr. told re¬ 
porters. 

The aircraft took off from 
a police compound in La¬ 
guna and hit a power ca¬ 


ble before crashing onto a 
road near houses, witness 
Glenda Garcia said. 

"It was really loud and we 
ran away in fear because 
we thought the helicopter 
would move out of control 
in a circle and hit us," Gar¬ 
cia said, adding that pow¬ 
er in her village was cut 
due to the crash. □ 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — Doz¬ 
ens of seminary students 
linked to a radical pro-Tal¬ 
iban cleric defaced a mu¬ 
ral depicting two women 
painted by rights activists 
to commemorate Interna¬ 
tional Women's Day in the 
capital Islamabad, police 
and activists said. 

The women’s rights-themed 
mural painted on the wall 
of a house near the sprawl¬ 
ing Jamia Hafsa seminary 
was spray painted black 
Wednesday. The defac¬ 
ing of the mural came af¬ 
ter a court earlier ruled 
that rights activists could 
organize a women's rights 
march. 

Police said they have 
opened an investigation 
into the incident and so far 
no one has been arrested. 
Pakistani women plan 
to hold rallies across the 
country to celebrate In¬ 
ternational Women’s Day 


to bring attention to their 
efforts to seek better jobs, 
protections in the work 
place and end domestic 
violence. 

Women’s rights rallies are 
held every year and they 
sparked controversy last 
year when activists intro¬ 
duced a new slogan: "My 
body, my choice." 

Pakistani women have 
largely been deprived of 
their rights since the coun¬ 
try gained independence 
in 1947. About 1,000 wom¬ 
en are killed every year by 
relatives in so-called honor 
killings. 

International Women's Day 
is Sunday and rights activ¬ 
ists in Pakistan plan to hold 
rallies to commemorate 
the day. Meanwhile, some 
conservative Pakistani 
women have vowed to to 
hold a "Modesty March" 
to counter rallies of liberal 
activists. □ 
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With hand sanitizer nearby, Dubai Comic Con laughs at virus 


By JON GAAABRELL 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — As papier-ma¬ 
che hand grenades and 
plastic assault ritles barely 
caught the attention ot 
security guards, a health 
otticial in Dubai wordlessly 
watched over an infrared 
camera filming all who 
passed by — including a 
few scythe-wielding Grim 
Reapers. 

Welcome to Comic Con in 
the times of the new coro- 
navirus. 

The Middle East Film & 
Comic Con began Thurs¬ 
day night in Dubai, a city of 
skyscrapers and nightclubs 
suddenly subdued by the 
outbreak of the new virus 
across the region. The wid¬ 
er United Arab Emirates has 
at least 28 confirmed cases 
of the virus, a small num¬ 
ber compared to the 3,750 
cases region wide, but the 
concern here is growing. 
Nationwide, schools and 
universities will be shut 
down for four weeks be¬ 
ginning Sunday. The few 
frequent fliers trickling out 
of Dubai International Air¬ 
port, the world's busiest for 
international travel and the 
home of long-haul carrier 


Emirates, say it is emptier 
than they've ever seen it. 
Meanwhile, a host of big 
events including Dubai's 
annual boat show and art 
exhibition have been put 
on hold. 

But not Comic Con. As ac¬ 
tor John Rhys-Davies — you 
know him as the Egyptian 
character Sallah from the 
"Indiana Jones" franchise 
— exhorted a crowd to 
become filmmakers them¬ 
selves, the halls at the 
Dubai World Trade Center 
slowly filled. 

For the uninitiated, anyone 
can come to a Comic Con 
in your street clothes. But 
many choose to cosplay, 
or "costume play," as a fa¬ 
vorite character from a 
film, television show, video 
game or comic book. 

An initial surprise came from 
an Emirati in the traditional 
kandora robes, ghuttra 
headscarf and lifelike mask 
of Nemesis from the "Resi¬ 
dent Evil" video game se¬ 
ries. He played a guitar for 
happy Instagramers. Hand 
sanitizer stations stood at 
the ready nearby. 

For the Nintendo-famed 
plumbers Mario and Luigi — 
rather 24-year-old Bibi Zu- 


UN food aid chief fears 
for Africa, Mideast amid 
new crises 


AMMAN, Jordan (AP) — 

The head of the U.N.'s food 
aid agency warned of "ab¬ 
solute devastation" in Afri¬ 
ca and parts of the Middle 
East in coming months if 
wealthier nations grappling 
with an economic down¬ 
turn linked to the new coro- 
navirus don't step up aid 
efforts in countries in need. 
David Beasley, head of 
the World Food Program, 
told The Associated Press 
that the convergence of 
several crises could further 
destabilize conflict-scarred 
regions. 

"If the corona virus contin¬ 
ues to create panic around 
the world, and there is an 
economic downturn, I 
have been telling the Eu¬ 
ropean leaders, and lead¬ 
ers around the world, you 
don't have enough money 


set aside to address the 
needs in Africa, East Africa, 
West Africa, in the Middle 
East right now," Beasley 
said during an interview in 
Jordan late Wednesday, 
after a visit to Syria. "If there 
is an economic downturn, 
on top of the economic 
downturn that exists now 
in Syria and Lebanon, it 
absolutely could be a ca¬ 
tastrophe," he said. "I mean 
absolute devastation. I am 
very concerned about 
what would happen in the 
next six months. You could 
see destabilization unlike 
any time period, maybe in 
my lifetime." In the Middle 
East, Iran has been hardest 
hit by the new virus which 
has spread around the 
globe after first being de¬ 
tected in the Chinese city 
of Wuhan late last year.Q 



Two women wearing masks dressed as sword-wielding anime 
characters pose for a photograph at the Middle East Film & 
Comic Con in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, March 5, 
2020. 

Associated Press 
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mot of Jordan and 21 -year- 
old Mohamed Rashed of 
Egypt — they acknowl¬ 
edged that the coronavirus 
did come up in their minds 
as they attended. And if 
it hadn't, "my mom, my 
friends' mom, everyone's 
mom" had reminded them 
beforehand, Rashed said. 
Luckily, the two plumbers 
wear large gloves. Rashed 
substituted in two sets of 
latex gloves, which he 
snapped to show journal¬ 
ists. 

"The gloves still work with the 
Luigi thing," said Rashed, 
who went as a voodoo doll 
to his first Comic Con. 

Both Rashed and Zumot 
praised the organizers for 
having thermal scanners, 
hand sanitizer and medical 
staff on hand for the event. 
However, Zumot offered a 
bit more of a fatalistic view. 
"If corona gets me, it's go¬ 
ing to get me!" he bellowed 
in his red overalls. 

Others took a bit more of 
a cautious view, wear¬ 
ing off-character surgical 
masks or in-character pro¬ 
tection like bandit masks 
covering the lower half of 
their faces. Most seemed 
unconcerned by the Grim 


Reapers moving through 
the crowd to the beat of 
pop music. 

One cosplayer, who only 
gestured to a journalist 
when questioned, wore the 
long-nose black beak of a 
plague doctor. It didn't stop 
a woman in a mask from 
taking a selfie with him. 
Stands sold pop-culture 
paintings infused with an 
Emirati vibe. A Batman next 
to a Dubai police officer 
getting out of a sports car. 
The DeLorean from "Back 
to the Future" in front of the 
Burj Khalifa, the world's tall¬ 


est building, with the cap¬ 
tion "Back to Dubai." 

Other stands tested the 
germaphobe. A giant 
mockup of Thor's hammer, 
supposedly unliftable ex¬ 
cept for the worthy, found 
itself lifted and touched all 
over by every person want¬ 
ing a photograph. 

Deeper inside, those cos¬ 
tumed took part in sessions 
of a dance contest to win 
prizes. They watched moni¬ 
tors for the moves, egged 
on by a master of ceremo¬ 
nies who may have exag¬ 
gerated hisqualifications.Q 
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Perez de Cuellar, Peruvian two-term UN chief, dies at 100 



In this Mar. 28, 2001 file photo. Foreign Minister Javier Perez de 
Cuellar of Peru, speaks to reporters during a pause in the ses¬ 
sion of the annual meeting of ministers from the Latin American 
Group of Rio and the European Union in Santiago, Chile. 

Associated Press 


By FRANKLIN BRICENO 
Associated Press 
LIMA, Peru (AP) — Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, the two- 
term United Nations secre¬ 
tary-general who brokered 
a historic cease-tire be¬ 
tween Iran and Iraq in 1988 
and who in later life came 
out of retirement to help 
re-establish democracy in 
his Peruvian homeland, has 
died. He was 100. 

His son, Francisco Perez 
de Cuellar, said his father 
died Wednesday at home 
of natural causes. Current 
U.N. Secretary-General An¬ 
tonio Guterres called the 
Peruvian diplomat a "per¬ 
sonal inspiration." 

"Mr. Perez de Cuellar’s life 
spanned not only a century 
but also the entire history of 
the United Nations, dating 
back to his participation 
in the first meeting of the 
General Assembly in 1946," 
said Guterres in a state¬ 
ment late Wednesday. 

Ban Ki-moon, Guterres’s 
predecessor as U.N. sec¬ 
retary-general, called Per¬ 
ez de Cuellar "one of the 
great diplomats of the 20th 
century." 

The U.N. flag will fly at half- 
mast at U.N. headquarters 
in New York and at every 
U.N. duty station around 
the world on Friday in hon¬ 
or of Perez de Cuellar, U.N. 
spokesman Stephane Du- 
jarric announced Thursday. 
Perez de Cuellar’s death 
ends a long diplomatic ca¬ 
reer that brought him full- 
circle from his first posting 
as secretary at the Peruvi¬ 
an embassy in Paris in 1944 
to his later job as Peru’s am¬ 
bassador to France. 


When he began his tenure 
as U.N. secretary-general 
on Jan. 1, 1982, he was a 
little-known Peruvian who 
was a compromise candi¬ 
date at a time when the 
United Nations was held in 
low esteem. 

Serving as U.N. undersecre¬ 
tary-general for special po¬ 
litical affairs, he emerged 
as the dark horse candi¬ 
date in December 1981 
after a six-week election 
deadlock between U.N. 
chief Kurt Waldheim and 
Tanzanian Foreign Minister 
Salim Ahmed Salim. 

Once elected, he quickly 
made his mark. 

Disturbed by the United Na¬ 
tions’ dwindling effective¬ 
ness, he sought to revital¬ 
ize the world body’s faulty 
peacekeeping machinery. 
His first step was to "shake 
the house" with a highly 
critical report in which he 
warned: "We are perilously 
near to a new international 
anarchy." 

With the 1982 Israeli inva¬ 
sion of Lebanon, and with 
conflicts raging in Afghani¬ 
stan and Cambodia and 
between Iran and Iraq, he 
complained to the General 
Assembly that U.N. resolu¬ 
tions "are increasingly de¬ 
fied or ignored by those 
that feel themselves strong 
enough to do so." 

"The problem with the Unit¬ 
ed Nations is that either 
it’s not used or misused by 
member countries," he said 
in an interview at the end 
of his first year as U.N. sec¬ 
retary general. 

During his decade as U.N. 
chief, Perez de Cuellar 
would earn a reputation 


more for diligent, quiet di¬ 
plomacy than charisma. 

"Le ton fait la chanson," he 
was fond of saying, mean¬ 
ing that melody is what 
makes the song and not 
the loudness of the singer. 
"He has an amiable look 
about him that people 
mistake for through and 
through softness," said an 
aide, who described him 
os tough and courageous. 
Faced early in his first term 
with a threatened U.S. cut¬ 
off of funds in the event of 
Israel’s ouster, he worked 
behind the scenes to stop 
Arab efforts to deprive the 
Jewish state of its General 
Assembly seat. There was 
muted criticism from the 
Arab camp that he had 
given the Americans the 
right of way in the Middle 
East. 

In dealing with human rights 
issues, he chose the path of 
"discreet diplomacy." He re¬ 
frained from publicly rebuk¬ 
ing Poland for refusing to 
allow his special represen¬ 
tative into the country to in¬ 
vestigate allegations of hu¬ 
man rights violations during 
the Warsaw regime’s 1982 
crackdown on the Solidar¬ 
ity trade union movement. 
In July 1986, Perez de Cuel¬ 
lar underwent a quadruple 
coronary bypass operation, 
putting in question his avail¬ 
ability for a second term. 
From the outset, Perez de 
Cuellar had insisted that he 
would be a one-term sec¬ 
retary-general. 

Upset with what he viewed 
as member states’ reluc¬ 
tance to pitch in to help 
the world body out of a 
financial crisis, he told the 
New York Times in Septem¬ 
ber 1986, "I don’t see any 
reason why I should preside 
over the collapse of the or¬ 
ganization." 

But he did come back 
for a second term after a 
groundswell of support for 
his candidacy, including a 
conversation with President 
Ronald Reagan, who — in 
the words of the U.N. chief’s 
spokesman — expressed 
"his personal support for the 
secretary-general." 

"Just about all the Western 
countries have told him 
they’d like to see him stay 
on," a Western diplomatic 
source said at the time. 


"There is no visible alterna¬ 
tive." 

Unlike his predecessor, Kurt 
Waldheim who was re¬ 
garded as a "workaholic" 
and who spent long hours 
in his office, Perez de Cuel¬ 
lar liked to get away from it 
all. "He is very jealous of his 
own privacy," a close aide 
said. 

"When I can, I read every¬ 
thing but United Nations 
documents," Perez de 
Cuellar confided to a re¬ 
porter. 

Once on a flight to Mos¬ 
cow, an aide observed 
that "in the midst of it all, 
the secretary-general had 
time for splendid literature." 
Trilingual, Perez de Cuellar 
read French, English and 
Spanish literature. 

Perez de Cuellar spent 
much of his second term 
working behind the scenes 
on the hostage issue, result¬ 
ing in the release of West¬ 
erners held in Lebanon, 
including the last and lon¬ 
gest held American hos¬ 
tage, journalist Terry Ander¬ 
son, who was freed Dec. 4, 
1991. 

All told, Perez de Cuel¬ 
lar’s diplomacy helped 
bring an end to fighting in 
Cambodia and the 1980- 
88 Iran-lraq war, and the 
withdrawal of Soviet troops 
from Afghanistan. 

Shortly after midnight on 
Jan. 1, 1992, he walked 
out of U.N. headquarters 
to his waiting limousine, no 
longer the secretary-gen¬ 
eral, but having attained 
his final goal after hours 
of tough negotiations: a 
peace pact between the 
Salvadoran government 
and leftist rebels. 

"Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
played a crucial role in a 
number of diplomatic suc¬ 
cesses — including the in¬ 
dependence of Namibia, 
an end to the Iran-lraq 
War, the release of Ameri¬ 
can hostages held in Leba¬ 
non, the peace accord in 
Cambodia and, in his very 
last days in office, a historic 
peace agreement in El Sal¬ 
vador," said Guterres. 
Former secretary-general 
Ban said Perez de Cuellar’s 
accomplishments, includ¬ 
ing forging the peace deal 
that ended the Iran-lraq 
war and facilitating Namib¬ 


ia’s independence, "are 
thought to have led the 
'rebirth’ of the United Na¬ 
tions, in which cooperation 
started to be valued over 
division." 

"As the protector of peace, 
believer of human rights, 
and advocate of develop¬ 
ment, he made long-last¬ 
ing changes that shifted 
the trajectory of the inter¬ 
national community to a 
better future," Ban said in 
a letter to Peru’s President 
Martin Vizcarra. 

Javier Perez de Cuellar 
was born in Lima on Jan. 
19, 1920. His father a "mod¬ 
est businessman," was an 
accomplished amateur pi¬ 
anist, according to the for¬ 
mer secretary-general. The 
family traced its roots to the 
Spanish town of Cuellar, 
north of Segovia. 

In Peru, the family be¬ 
longed to the educated 
rather than the landowning 
class. "He went to the right 
schools," a countryman at 
the United Nations once 
said of Perez de Cuellar. 

He received a law degree 
from Lima’s Catholic Univer¬ 
sity in 1943 and joined the 
Peruvian diplomatic ser¬ 
vice a year later. He would 
go on to postings in France, 
Britain, Bolivia and Brazil 
before returning to Lima in 
1961, where he served in a 
number of high-level minis¬ 
try posts. 

He was ambassador to 
Switzerland and then be¬ 
came Peru’s first ambas¬ 
sador to the Soviet Union 
while concurrently ac¬ 
credited to Poland. Other 
assignments included the 
post of secretary-general 
of the Peruvian Foreign 
Ministry and chief delegate 
to the United Nations. 

After leaving the U.N. Perez 
de Cuellar made an unsuc¬ 
cessful bid for Peru’s presi¬ 
dency in 1995 against the 
authoritarian leader Alber¬ 
to Fujimori, whose 10-year 
autocratic regime crum¬ 
bled in November 2000 
amid corruption scandals. 
At the age of 80, Perez 
de Cuellar emerged from 
retirement in Paris and re¬ 
turned to Peru to take on 
the mantle of foreign min¬ 
ister and cabinet chief for 
provisional President '/alen- 
tin Paniagua.Q 
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Aruba Today signs partnership with Aruba.TV 


ORANJESTAD — Aruba Today 
has some great news to share 
with our readers and adver¬ 
tising clients. From March on 
your daily newspaper head¬ 
lines and all our Ask Pilar vid¬ 
eos will be broadcasted by the 
new and fresh tourist channel 


Aruba.TV. You can find this 
channel that is dedicated to 
our visitors on 49 in your hotel 
room, condo or time share. 

For our advertising clients this 
means we have your PR’s also 
promoted on television. More 
exposure is a welcome gift we 


think. Have a look at the new 
kid in town, there is a lot to dis¬ 
cover. 

Stay tuned for the hidden 
gems, history, culture and cu- 
linarian delights on our One 
Happy Island! □ 


Beth Israel Synagogue celebrates Purim 





ORANJESTAD — Beth Israel Synagogue in Oranjestad is 
celebrating Purim coming Sunday from 6pm. They invite 
you to wear a costume or mask and they offer Megiiiah 
reading, drum circle and festival songs. There will also be 
a potiuck dinner and Hamentaschen will be served. 

Hamantashisafilled-pocketcookie or pastry recognizable 
for its triangular shape and usually associated with the 
villain in the Purim story. Purim is a Jewish holiday that 
commemorates the saving of the Jewish people from 
Haman, an Achaemenid Persian Empire official who was 
planning to kill all the Jews, as recounted in the Book of 
Esther (usually dated to the 5th century BCE). 

Many Jewish people, especially children, in the United 
States use this event as an opportunity to listen to the 
Megilla (or Megiiiah) to relive the events that are told 
about the story of Esther, Mordecai and Haman. It is 
customary to twirl graggers (Purim noisemakers) and 
stamp one's feet when Homan’s name is mentioned. 

Be merry 

It is accustomed that Jewish give to the needy around 
this time of the year. Food baskets or food gifts are also 
given away. It is a time for people to celebrate and 
be merry. So some Jewish schools hold celebrations to 
remember the past and their heritage. Other groups or 
organizations hold Purim carnivals filled with activities, 
costumes, food and games. Special prayers, particularly 
the Al HaNissim prayer are also included in evening, 
morning and afternoon prayers. 

Purim has been celebrated in the United States for many 
years. Old newspaper articles dating as far back as 1860 
have reported about Purim festivals, where wealthy 
Jewish families would donate to charity. It has been 
written in other newspapers, particularly from the early 


20th century, that Purim 
was a day of cheerfulness 
and festivity among many 
Jewish communities in the 
United States. 

About Beth Israel 
Synagogue 

Beth Israel Synagogue is the 
synagogue of the Aruban 
Jewish community, located 
in Oranjestad, Aruba. 
Beth Israel Synagogue 
is an independent 
congregation with a liberal 
style similar to Reform 
Judaism or Conservative 
Judaism. □ 
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A hero waiter 




EAGLE BEACH — Sometimes life takes you 
by surprise and while you are enjoying 
your well-deserved vacation all of a sud¬ 
den you’re life is a balancing act. It hap¬ 
pened to a guest of Ricardo's Restaurant 
& Bar. Luckily for this tourist waiter Dante 
Soleto jumped in and saved a life. 


On Sunday, February 23rd, a guest visited 
Ricardo’s Restaurant & Bar, located at the 
Aruba Beach Club Resort (ABC), and had 
choked on a piece of meat. Waiter Sotelo, 
quickly jumped in and provided Heimlich 
which resulted in saving the tourists life. 

Unfortunately in all the hectic that fol- 



Travel Tips 


ifieropu&rtD IriLemadonal 

Reina Beatrix 



I. When checking-lnp you wilt a I ways need ya u r val Kd passp«rtp along with your tl ckelp 
e'ticket receipt or O'ticket confimatron. For some countries a Visa is also required. 

3. Forall US-bound departures, checks in three hours before your Scheduled departure 
time. 

3. For all US-bound flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the 
left s^de of building; follow the signs and head towards local ImmIgrationSH main 
secuiily screening^ shopping area and the departure gates. Aruba Airport provides 
full US Pre-Clearance service. 

4. For all Non US departures^ check-in may vary between airlines and desllnatiofis; 
always consult your airline for more Information. Being at the airport 3 hours before 
your departure flight is always safe. 

5. For all Non US flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the right 
side of building; follow the signs and head towards Local immigrations, main 
security screening, shopping area and the departure gates. 

6. If traveling with a cajnry-onp there are restrictions on liquids^, gels and aerosols you 
can carry in your carry-on luggage. Always check with your airline on limitations. 

7. Always check the ^weight I imit of your baggage; excess weight may result In penalty 
fees. 

B. Always label your bags and su itcases with your namop address a nd ph one number. 

9. Always leave al I ca rry-oo items u niocked while passi ng th rough screen! ng points to 
not causH delays if these need to be Inspected. 

10. Avoid wearing big belt buckles, clothing with metal buttons, lots of jewelry etc. 
when traveling. If you have these on, remove all metal items and place these in a 
tray for screening. It is advisable to put all metal Items In your carry-on luggage 
until you clear security.This will help speed up the process. 

II. Rem 0 ve shoes al c heckpoint an d place In tray fo r x-ray machine screening. 

13. All electronic items should be placed m tray outside their case for x-ray screening, 

11. Avoid packing foods and beverages In your check-ln baggage. When traveling to 
the US, you have to comply with the rules and regulations of the If.S. Department of 
Agriculture. More Information http5://www.usda.gov/. 

14. If traveling with medication, please pack these in your carry-on luggage in their 
Original packaging. 

15. If you medical documentation, present this to the security checkpoint screener to 
Inform them. The documentation is not required and will not exempt you from the 
screening pfocessn^ 

16. Take note of Inadmissible Items such as sharp objectSp sporting goodsj. guns and 
RrearmSp martial arts and self-defense Items, tools, explosive materials, flammable 
Items, disabling chemicals and other items when traveling. More information 
available on www.airportaruba.com. 


lowed the tourists' name 
was not registered as they 
were not guests of ABC. 

Remarkably it was under¬ 
stood that Sotelo never 
had taken any courses in 
First Aid but learned about 


Heimlich via Discovery 
Channel. 

ABC Board of Directors, 
Management and Staff 
awarded Sotelo with a gift 
certificate for his bravery. A 
true hero! □ 




Bellmen with a 
loyal heart 


Nick 


PALM BEACH — The arrival experience provides guests 
with a first impression of fhe hofel. You never gef a 
second chance of a firsf impression, so if is imporfanf 
fo make fhe guesf’s arrival os pleosonf os possible. 
Thof is, among ofhers, fhe imporfanf fosk of o bellman. 
At the Borcelo Aruba two jubilee bellmen ore saying 
goodbye to the job they hove loved for respectively 
42 and 44 years. 


Nick Rasmijn is working for Barcelo 44 years, Ketty Lispi- 
er completed 44 years. Long-term loyal Barcelo guests 
Dede and Ricky Grosser from Rochester, New York 
would like to shine a spotlight on these two wonderful 
men that day in, day out did their upmost to please 
the guests. Their retirement should go with a recogni¬ 
tion of their 40 plus loyal years to the Barcelo Aruba, 
is the opinion of the Grossers. Aruba Today couldn’t 
agree more, so congratulations to Rasmijn and Lispier! 
Enjoy your retirement after all these years of serving 
our appreciated visitors. □ 























fliDAi: 

1 1 

LOCAL IfR^Y 6 MARCH 2020 

WIN $10 UP TO $1, 

B 

IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB! 




THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open doily lOam to 4am | J.E. Irausquin 8lvd #47 
583.5000 I CQ5inoaiiiambra.com 


Pky Vi5ilirpm.^mhlaEsar»nynious.crQ iFyaiinr ]«m«(in4viHi knotf jiaia ^ornhlinQ prablem. 


We're giving away $50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and table game players every 
30 minutes from 7pm to midnight! 


Offering a wicie variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano 8 Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Boutique I R-Gloss 
Curated Lab I Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body S Soul Spa 

Coming Soon: The Brownsicne Ribs £ Seafood ond 
Shcbm Hair & Nait Bar 


Aruba to Me 


ORANJESTAD - We would like to portrait 
you! By inviting you to send us your favorite 
vacation picture while enjoying our Happy 
Island. Complete the sentence: Aruba to me 

is. Send your picture with text (including 

your name and where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com and we will publish 
your vacation memory in our newspaper. 
Isn’t that a special way to keep your best 
moments olive? Please do note: By submitting 
photos, text or any other materials, you give 
permission to The Aruba Today Newspaper, 
Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its 
affiliated companies to use said materials, as 
well as names, likeness, etc. for promotional 
purposes without compensation. 

Last but not least: check out our website and 
Facebook page! Thank you tor supporting 
our free newspaper, we strive to make you a 
happy reader every day again. 

For today's newspaper we received a great 
picture from Maxine and Greg from Ontario 
Canada. 

They wrote: 

Aruba to me Is "Our morning routine”. 

Thank you Maxine and Greg for making 
Aruba Today port of your morning routine. 
We truly appreciate it! □ 
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Best places in the Caribbean 


ORANJESTAD — Aruba has been voted as 
your dream tropical getaway in severai 
categories by USA Today 10 Best. lOBest. 
com provides users with original, unbi¬ 
ased, and experiential travel content of 
top attractions, things to see and do, and 
restaurants for top destinations in the U.S. 
and around the world. 


lOBest asked readers to help them name 
the Caribbean’s best resorts, beaches, at¬ 
tractions, bars, distilleries, golf courses and 
restaurants. For the past four weeks, our 
readers have been voting daily for their 
favorites, and the results are in. A panel 
of experts partnered with 1 OBest editors to 
pick the initial nominees, and the top win¬ 
ners were determined by popular vote.G 



Best Caribbean Attraction: Arikok National Park in Aruba 

Covering 20 percent of the island of Aruba, Arikok National Park features cocti-covered 
hills and a dramatic coastline. Visitors to the park con climb into ruins of an old gold 
mine, search for Arawak petroglyphs or go snorkeling in a natural pool. 



PLAY FOR FREE. GET REWARDED. 

Download the WindCreekCasinOkCom app today. 

Play for FREE to get amazing rewards like FREE Play, dining credits, and 
hotel stays, available only at the Renaissance Aruba Resort & Casino. 
Register with event code IRATODAY to receive 



Best Caribbean Beach: Eagie Beach in Aruba 

Aruba’s widest beach is also one of its most spectacular, 
thanks to its blindingly white sand, worm Caribbean 
waters and some of the island’s most famous (and 
photographed) fofoti trees. 



Best Caribbean Resort: Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort in 
Aruba 

An adults-only oasis on the island of Aruba, Bucuti & Toro 
Beach Resort sits on the white sands of Eagle Beach, 
where guests enjoy stellar views of the sea, worm breezes 
and tropical sunsets away from the more crowded areas 
of the island. The 104 rooms and suites feature eco- 
friendly amenities, as well as free breakfast and Wi-Fi. 



Best Restaurant in the Caribbean: Elements Restaurant in 
Aruba 

The spectacular oceanfront setting at Elements 
complements the menu of globally-inspired dishes 
made from sustainable and locally grown ingredients. 
Local Aruban classics ore served weekly during Sunday 
evening Local Arts - Local Eats events. 



Redeemable at Wtnd Creek Crystal Casino. 

'Limit one prize per registered account. Offer expires 12/31/201$. Email verifiutlor) is recmifod to 
complete registratian. Mey be redeemed for either FREE Siot Piay or FREE Match Piay at tabies. 




WIND CREEK' 

CASINOS • ARUBA 


FIND YOUR 
WINNING MOMENT/ 


RiuluaiK» & Culne • WJndCrMkAnMUjum 

CZOIB Wind Ciwk Hmpitollti'. Sw PlAYEFi SERVICES far dttslli. 



Best Caribbean Golf Course: 5th place Tierra del sol 

This 18-hole, Robert Trent Jones, Jr. -designed champion¬ 
ship golf course offers a world-class golfing experience. 
Aruba’s amazing natural beauty has been displayed to 
good effect. Exotic plants and rock formations are in¬ 
terwoven amongst the greens, and there is even a bird 
sanctuary on site. The par-71 course is 6811 yards long. 
The highest tee is 98 feet above sea level and boasts a 
dramatic ocean view. 
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NFL players' 
union sends 
labor 
proposal 
to members 
for vote 

By DAVE CAMPBELL 
AP Pro Football Writer 

The NFL Players Association 
sent ballots to members 
Thursday for voting on the 
proposed collective bar¬ 
gaining agreement, giving 
the union o week to either 
ensure another 11 years of 
labor peace or send the 
matter back to the draw¬ 
ing board. 

The NFLPA announced 
that votes would be ac¬ 
cepted through March 12 
at one minute before mid¬ 
night. The more than 2,000 
members will have a win¬ 
dow of about 7 1/2 days 
to examine the 439-page 
document and cast a yes 
or no vote. Ratification re¬ 
quires a simple majority. So 
if only 1,000 ballots were 
returned, the union would 
need 501 yes votes to ap¬ 
prove. 

Every player who was a 
dues-paying member dur¬ 
ing the 2019 season re¬ 
ceived a ballot, the NFLPA 
said. Votes will be confi¬ 
dential and received by 
an independent auditor. 
"We encourage every NFL 
player to review the the 
full collective bargaining 
agreement and exercise 
their demccratic right tc 
vcte," the unicn said in a 
statement. 

The distribution took place 
two weeks after league 
owners voted their approv¬ 
al of the agreement that’s 
a product of 10 months of 
talks between both sides. 



Tommy Fleetwood, of England, watches his putt on the 18th green during the first round of the Arnoid Palmer Invitational golf tourna¬ 
ment, Thursday, March 5, 2020, In Orlando, Fla. 


Continued on page 23 


Associated Press 
Page 18 
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Every delivers again at Bay Hill, leads Mcliroy by 1 shot 



Matt Every watches his putt on the ninth green during the first round of the Arnold Palmer Invita¬ 
tional golf tournament, Thursday, March 5, 2020, in Orlando, Fla. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — The 

leading two players at Bay 
Hill are no surprise, even it 
they have next to nothing 
in common. 

Rory Mcliroy, the No. 1 play¬ 
er in the world who hasn't 
finished out of the top 10 in 
any tournament since Sep¬ 
tember, shot o 6-under 66 
on Thursday morning in the 
Arnold Palmer Invitational. 
Matt Every, the No. 309 
player in the world whose 
only two PGA Tour victories 
in 237 starts were back-to- 
back at Bay Hill, played in 
the tough afternoon wind 
and was one shot better 
with a 65. 

Not only was it Every's low¬ 
est round at Bay Hill, it was 
20 shots better than his last 
round six days ago in the 
Honda Classic, when he 
shot 85. 

What a game. 

Every, who served a three- 
month suspension at the 
end of last year for us¬ 
ing cannabis that he said 
was prescribed legally for 
mental health treatment, 
played bogey-free and put 
on a clinic with his irons, the 
strength of his game. He 
poured it on his back nine 
with birdie putts of 35, 45 
and 30 feet. 

"I just didn't want to shoot 
myself out of the tourna¬ 
ment with the way the 
weather was," Every said. 
"The putter was a little 
shaky. It's always a little 
shaky. It was a good day 
for me." 

It wasn't bad for Mcliroy. 

He avoided a big number 
early and delivered his best 
shot late for the best score 
among the early starters, 
when the wind only started 


to get strong at the end. 
Mcliroy had his sixth con¬ 
secutive opening round of 
68 or lower, another great 
start. 

It just didn't feel that way 
early. 

Trying to hammer an 8-iron 
to a back flag on his sec¬ 
ond hole of the day at No. 
11, the ball landed short 
and left of the green and 
rolled into the water. He 
took a penalty drop, hit a 
pedestrian chip and es¬ 
caped with a bogey by 
making a 10-foot putt. 

"To hole that putt for bo¬ 
gey ... making 5 instead of 
6 there is a big deal," Mcli¬ 
roy said. "One over through 
2 instead of 2 over is sort of 
a different feeling. And to 
turn that nine around and 
turn in 1 under, I felt pretty 
good about myself going 
to the front nine." 


He made three birdies and 
an eagle — a 3-iron from a 
fairway bunker to 25 feet — 
and was most satisfied by 
taking advantage of easier 
scoring conditions. 

Scottie Scheffler boosted 
his bid for a Masters invita¬ 
tion with a bogey-free 67 
and joined Talor Gooch 
two shots behind. Scheffler, 
the player of the year on 
the Korn Ferry Tour, is No. 51 
in the world and needs to 
get in the top 50 after the 
Match Play at the end of 
the month. 

Another Masters hopeful, 
Christiaan Bezuidenhout, 
was in the group at 68 
along with Keith Mitchell 
and Graeme McDowell. 
Bay Hill was plenty tough 
even before the wind ar¬ 
rived because of the thick 
rough framing fairways and 
greens that became firmer 


and faster under a warm 
Florida sun. 

It felt that way for Phil Mick- 
elson in the afternoon and 
Adam Scott in the morning. 
Both shot 77. Only 18 play¬ 
ers from the 120-man field 
broke 70. 

Every, even with his Bay Hill 
victories in 2014 and 2015, 
had a round out of no¬ 
where. His 85 at the Honda 
Classic last Friday is a little 
misleading. He was on his 
way to missing the cut 
when he was determined 
to hit the proper shot to a 
back pin on a par 3 over 
the water. He hit 5-iron four 
times into the water. He hit 
4-iron onto the green and 
made 11. 

"I wasn't leaving that tee 
until I hit the shot I wanted," 
Every said. "And I flushed 
every one of them, exactly 
in the same spot in the wa¬ 


ter." 

With two balls left, he went 
with the 4-iron. And he fin¬ 
ished the round and signed 
for his score. 

The card he signed Thurs¬ 
day was much better. 
Mcliroy has gone six con¬ 
secutive events worldwide 
without finishing worse than 
sixth, so this was expected. 
Even after his bogey on No. 
11, and missing a 3-foot 
birdie putt on the par-5 
12th, he was never really 
bothered. 

"One over through six, 
there's still 66 holes left in 
this golf tournament," he 
said. 

He began turning it around 
with a 5-iron into about 25 
feet for a two-putt birdie 
on the 16th, and a flaw¬ 
lessly played 18th hole with 
a 3-wood off the tee and a 
9-iron to 10 feet behind the 
flag. 

"Sort of had a bit of good 
pep in my step going into 
the first tee, and then I 
played some great golf af¬ 
ter that," he said. 

It was that 3-iron from the 
bunker on the par-5 fourth 
that provided the strongest 
illustration that this is a play¬ 
er in full flight as the Masters 
— the only major keeping 
him from a career Grand 
Slam — is right around the 
corner. 

His caddie, Harry Diamond, 
told him it was his best shot 
of the year. It's early March. 
But it was special. 

"I had 260," Mcliroy said. "I 
said to Harry, 'If I can catch 
this 3-iron good and maybe 
pitch 10 or 15 yards short, 
maybe trundle up the hill'... 
but short was always better 
than long. At it just came 
out perfectly and got up to 
pin high."Q 


Piercy loses 2 endorsements over homophobic Instagram posts 


ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — 

Four-time PGA Tour winner 
Scott Piercy lost two en¬ 
dorsement deals Thursday 
for sharing a homopho¬ 
bic meme poking fun at 
Democratic presidential 
candidate Pete Buttigieg 
and referencing far-right 
conspiracy theory QAnon. 
Piercy this week shared a 
meme on Instagram on 


the news Buttigieg has sus¬ 
pended his campaign that 
included a reference to his 
sexuality as a gay man. 

He daesn't have a large 
fallawing an Instagram - 
just under 17,000 fallawers 
- but pasted an apolagy 
Tuesday "if any of my re¬ 
cent story posts have been 
offensive. I will do better!" 
That wasn't enough for 


Titleist, which confirmed it 
terminated his contract on 
Tuesday. Piercy had a full 
deal with Titleist and Faot- 
Jay praducts. 

According to Golf Digest, 
clothing maker J. Line- 
bergh issued a statement 
Thursday that it ended its 
contract with Piercy. 
"When we choose our 
ambassadors, we choose 


individuals we know will 
represent us well on and 
off the golf course. The 
claims tram Scott Piercy 
were unacceptable and 
far from our views and be¬ 
liefs," the statement said. 
""We, J.Lindeberg, as a 
company do not stand 
by the statements made 
by Piercy and we want to 
make sure our customers. 


employees, and other am¬ 
bassadors know we sup¬ 
port all cammunities and 
have no room for hate or 
discrimination in our com¬ 
pany." 

Piercy tcid the Morning 
Read website he under¬ 
stood why Titleist ended 
the contract and de¬ 
scribed his posts as "a ter¬ 
rible lack of judgment."Q 
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Fear of unknown looms in sports as virus spreads 



Spectators watch from the forest during the women's Biathlon 
World Cup 7,5 km sprint event in Move Mesto no Morove, Czech 
Republic, Thursday, March 5, 2020. Due to the Corona virus the 
Biathlon World Cup will take place without spectators. 

Associated Press 


By TIM DAHLBERG 
AP Sports Columnist 

So far, at least, spring train¬ 
ing ballparks are drawing 
good crowds and NBA 
and NHL arenas are most¬ 
ly full. There's little sign of 
coronavirus panic among 
U.S. sports fans, even if the 
team store doesn’t carry 
masks with their favorite 
player’s name and number 
on them. 

That may change. And 
soon. 

Two colleges this week 
canceled trips to the Se¬ 
attle area for basketball 
games after on outbreak 
of the new coronavirus in 
Washington state, the first 
major U.S. sports disruptions 
because of the virus. Chi¬ 
cago State officials said in 
a statement that the deci¬ 
sion not to make the trip to 
an area under a state of 
emergency was done with 
the "health and well-being 
of the campus community 
in mind." 

It might be undue caution, 
but the schools decided the 
risk of contracting the virus 
was greater than reward of 
possibly winning a game. 
That mean's there will be no 
senior day this year at Se¬ 
attle University, where play¬ 
ers were supposed to be 
honored before Saturday's 
game against Missouri-Kan- 
sas City. 

These ore dangerous 
and unpredictable times. 
There's a virus spreading 
that can kill, and it seems 
no large gathering is com¬ 
pletely safe. 

In Denmark on Thursday, a 
former professional soccer 
player who represented the 
country at the 2010 World 


Cup tested positive for the 
virus. Thirteen people who 
attended a soccer game 
in Amsterdam along with 
Thomas Kohlenberg were 
put in home quarantine, 
while three players from the 
Lyngby club who had been 
in contact with Kohlenberg 
were also quarantined. 

And in Las Vegas, where 
five conference basketball 
tournaments will be played 
over the next week, officials 
on Thursday announced 
the first presumptive case 
of the virus. 

Nobody knows just how 
much the coronavirus will 
spread. Nobody knows 
how much it will disrupt 
American sports or Ameri¬ 
can society. 

Recent events in affected 
areas around the world, 
though, suggest it won't 
be good. An ominous pat¬ 
tern is developing that 
threatens sports — at least 
temporarily — as we know 
them now. 

In Italy, oil sports events will 
take place without fans for 
at least the next month as 
officials scramble to con¬ 
tain the virus from spread¬ 
ing. Sports competitions 
and pre-Olympic events 
have been canceled in 
Japan, even as organizers 
vow the Summer Olympics 
will go on os planned in 
July. 

In England, pre-game 
handshakes between Pre¬ 
mier League players have 
been banned, and there 
are suggestions some fu¬ 
ture matches may end up 
being played without fans. 
Even players in the Italy- 
South Korea Davis Cup 
qualifier this weekend will 


have to adjust. They will 
handle their own towels, so 
the ball kids don't have to 
touch their sweat. 
Suddenly, the hypotheti¬ 
cal doesn't seem so hypo¬ 
thetical anymore. Sports 
draw crowds, and crowds 
are the enemy of efforts to 
contain the virus. 

Could we see empty sta¬ 
diums as the major league 
season begins? It seems im¬ 
plausible at first blush, but 
the Seattle Mariners open 
at home in three weeks 
and right now all bets are 
off. 

How about March Mad¬ 
ness, where thousands 
gather in arenas across 
the country? Does anyone 
trust the NCAA with com¬ 
ing up with a plan to pro¬ 
tect both athletes and tons 
as play begins in less than 
two weeks and so little is still 
known about where the vi¬ 


rus has spread? 

Let's go a little further down 
the road on a crowded 
spring sports schedule. Can 
you imagine a Kentucky 
Derby run without specta¬ 
tors? A Masters played with 
just players on the course? 
Again, no one really knows. 
Already, though, those with 
underlying medical condi¬ 
tions are being advised to 
stay away from crowds, 
and people 65 and older 
are at tremendous risk, too. 
And, really, how much fun 
will it be to be at a basket¬ 
ball game while listening 
with increasing dread to 
sniffles from fans in the row 
behind? An unexpected 
sneeze could empty a row, 
or even o section. 

Players themselves are also 
of risk. Already NBA players 
are avoiding high-fives and 
autograph seekers, acting 
on league guidance, and 


MLB is telling players not 
to accept balls and pens 
from fans when signing au¬ 
tographs. 

And how about the pos¬ 
sibility of players catching 
the virus from teammates? 
In Florida on Thursday, Cubs 
pitcher Yu Dorvish was 
scratched from o sched¬ 
uled start because of ill¬ 
ness and tweeted that he 
was worried about being in 
the clubhouse because he 
had a cough. 

Meanwhile, in Switzerland 
ICC President Thomas 
Bach insisted the Clympics 
will begin as scheduled 
in Tokyo in July. The words 
"postponement" and "can¬ 
cellation"' weren't even 
brought up in two days of 
ICC meetings, Bach said. 
Bach, of course, is protect¬ 
ing both the golden goose 
and the Clympic brand. 
But the bottom line is he 
can't forecast how this will 
oil end up any more than 
baseball commissioner Rob 
Manfred con. 

A number of Clympic quali¬ 
fiers hove already been 
postponed and are in lim¬ 
bo. And while next week's 
lighting of the Clympic 
torch in Greece is still on, 
it's hard to imagine a torch 
relay following as planned 
across Japan beginning 
March 26 if the virus is still 
spreading there. 

Right now, the biggest in¬ 
convenience for U.S. sports 
fans is having to carry hand 
sanitizer and wait in longer 
lines at the washroom sinks. 
But events are proving to 
be as fast moving as the vi¬ 
rus. That could change and 
change quick. 

Nobody really knows.Q 
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Doncic breaks Mavs' career triple-double record with 22nd 



New Orleans Pelicans forward Zion Williamson (1) and Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic (77) 
watch piay during the first half of an NBA basketball game in Daiias, Wednesday, March 4, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
DALLAS (AP) — Luka Doncic 
scored 30 points and broke 
Dallas' career triple-double 
record with his 22nd, help¬ 
ing the Mavericks hold 
off the New Orleans Peli¬ 
cans 127-123 in overtime 
Wednesday night. 

Doncic added 17 rebounds 
and 10 assists, and Kristaps 
Porzingis had 34 points and 
12 rebounds in the nation¬ 
ally televised matchup be¬ 
tween young stars Doncic 
and Zion Williamson. Wil¬ 
liamson scored 21 points in 
35 minutes in the first back- 
to-back of his NBA career. 
Doncic broke Jason Kidd's 
record for triple-doubles 
just five days after his 21st 
birthday. 

Neither team led by more 
than three points through¬ 
out the fourth quarter or 
overtime until Doncic fed 
Porzingis for a dunk with 49 
seconds left to give Dallas 
a four-point lead. Doncic 
had hit a 3 to snap a 118- 
118 tie with 1:10 to play. 
Williamson held up well in 
his first back-to-back since 
making his NBA debut Jan. 
22. He has scored double 
figures in all 16 games he's 
played in and has 20 points 
or more in his last 13. 
Brandon Ingram led New 
Orleans with 27 points, but 
fouled out in overtime. Lon- 
zo Ball added 25. 

The Pelicans' Nicolo Melli 
sent the game to overtime 
with a tying 3 with 7.4 sec¬ 
onds left after missing his 
first six 3s of the game. 
BUCKS 119, PACERS 100 
MILWAUKEEE (AP) — Gi¬ 


annis Antetokounmpo had 
29 points, 12 rebounds and 
six assists and Milwaukee 
recovered after squander¬ 
ing an early 22-point lead 
to rout Indiana. 

The Bucks bounced back 
from a 105-89 loss at Miami 
in which they posted their 
lowest point total of the 
season. An NBA-best 53-9, 
Milwaukee hasn't lost back- 
to-back games all season. 
Indiana had a four-game 
winning streak snapped as 
it fell into a tie with Philadel¬ 
phia for fifth place in the 
Eastern Conference stand¬ 
ings. The Pacers also lost 
guard Malcolm Brogdon to 
a sore left hip in the second 
quarter. 

The Pacers were without 
Victor Oladipo for the sec¬ 
ond straight game be¬ 


cause of a sore right knee. 
Milwaukee was missing re¬ 
serve guards George Hill 
(groin contusion) and Kyle 
Korver (back soreness). 

Khris Middleton had 20 
points for Milwaukee, 
and Donte DiVincenzo 
matched a career high 
with 19. 

T.J. Warren scored 18 points 
for Indiana, and and Doug 
McDermott had 16. 

HEAT 116, MAGIC 113 
MIAMI (AP) — Duncan Rob¬ 
inson scored 27 points, all 
of them coming from be¬ 
yond the arc, and Miami 
hit a franchise-record 22 
3-pointers to beat Orlando. 
Goran Dragic scored 25 
points and added nine as¬ 
sists, Kelly Olynyk scored 16 
on a perfect shooting night 
and Jimmy Butler finished 


with 12 points, eight assists 
and seven rebounds. Mi¬ 
ami won won four straight. 
The previous record for 
Heat 3-pointers was 21, set 
April 5, 2017, at Charlotte. 
The 22 3-pointers made 
also tied the most allowed 
in a game by Orlando. 
Terrence Ross scored 35 
and hit a season-high eight 
3-pointers for the Magic. 
CELTICS 112, CAVALIERS 
106 

CLEVELAND (AP) — Jayson 
Tatum scored 32 points and 
Boston beat Cleveland in a 
matchup of short-handed 
teams. 

The Celtics were missing 
starters Kemba Walker, 
Jaylen Brown and Gordon 
Hayward, and the Cava¬ 
liers played without starters 
Andre Drumnond and rook¬ 
ie Darius Garland. Cavaliers 
rookie swingman Kevin Por¬ 
ter Jr. left the game in the 
first half with a head injury 
and didn't return. 
Clevelannd rookie Collin 
Sexton scored a career- 
high 41 points, making 17 of 
29 shots from the field. His 
previous career high was 
32 against Utah. 

JAZZ 112, KNICKS 104 
NEW YCRK (AP) — Dono¬ 
van Mitchell and Bojan 
Bogdanovic each scored 
23 points and Utah beat 
New York. 

Rudy Gobert had 18 points 
and 14 rebounds for the 
Jazz. They won their third 
straight against a team well 
below .500 from the Eastern 
Conference. 


Julius Randle had 32 points 
and 11 rebounds for New 
York. 

Spike Lee was not in his 
seats, a day after vowing 
to attend no more Knicks 
home games this season 
after arguing with security 
guards who told him Mon¬ 
day he had to use a differ¬ 
ent entrance to reach his 
courtside spot. 

THUNDER 114, PISTONS 107 
DETRCIT (AP) — Danilo Gal- 
linari made a 3-pointer in 
the final minute and Ckla- 
homa City beat Detroit af¬ 
ter blowing a 16-point sec¬ 
ond-half lead. 

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander 
scored 27 points for Gkla- 
homa City. The Thunder 
had lost their previous two 
games, not scoring more 
than 94 points in either. 
Christian Wood scored a 
career-high 29 points for 
Detroit. 

GRIZZLIES 118, NETS 79 

NEW YCRK (AP) — Josh 
Jackson scored 19 points 
and Memphis ran away 
from Brooklyn. 

Tyus Jones added 18 points 
to help Memphis win its 
third in a row. Ja Morant 
scored 15 points. 

Taurean Prince had 15 
points for Brooklyn. 
TIMBERWOLVES 115, BULLS 
108 

MINNEAPCLIS (AP) — Malik 
Beasley scored 24 points, 
D'Angelo Russell added 19 
and Minnesota beat Chi¬ 
cago to win both games of 
a back-to-back for the first 
time this season. 

Coby White led Chicago 
with 26 points. 

TRAIL BLAZERS 125, WIZARDS 
104 

PCRTLAND, Cre. (AP) — Da¬ 
mian Lillard had 22 points in 
his return from a groin in¬ 
jury and Carmelo Anthony 
scored 25 as Portland beat 
Washington. 

Hasson Whiteside finished 
with 24 points, 16 rebounds 
and four blocks for Port¬ 
land. CJ McCollum, like 
Lillard, had 22 points and 
five assists. It was Lillard's 
first game in three weeks 
after missing six with a groin 
strain. Wizards guard Brad¬ 
ley Beal, who began the 
day as the NBA's second- 
leading scorer, had 29 
points on 10-for-29 shooting 
(35%) from the field.□ 
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Gambling industty 
urges sports bettors 
to wager responsibly 


Philadelphia Flyers goaltender Brian Elliott deflects the puck during the third period of the team's 
NHL hockey game against the Washington Capitals, Wednesday, March 4, 2020, in Washington. 
The Flyers won 5-2. 

Associated Press 

Flyers beat Capitals 5-2, 
extend winning streak to 7 games 


By WAYNE PARRY 
ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP) 

— The gambling industry is 
launching a campaign to 
urge sports bettors to wa¬ 
ger responsibly, including 
setting and sticking to a 
budget, and learning thor¬ 
oughly about anything on 
which they make a bet. 

The American Gaming 
Association on Thursday 
launched its "Have A Gome 
Plan" campaign in hockey 
arenas in Washington and 
Los Vegas. 

The campaign will soon ex¬ 
pand to other states where 
sports betting is legal. Four¬ 
teen states currently otter 
sports betting, and many 
others are considering it. 
The gaming association 
soys Americans have bet 
more than $19 billion on 
sports with licensed sports 
books since the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court cleared the 
way tor it in May 2018, rul¬ 
ing in a case brought by 
New Jersey. 

But the campaign is an ac¬ 
knowledgment that sports 
betting can be problem¬ 
atic — or worse — tor some 
people. 

Neva Pryor, executive di¬ 
rector ot the Council on 
Compulsive Gambling ot 
New Jersey, said colls to 
her state’s 1-800-GAMBLER 
help line are up more than 
27% over last year. Ot that 


amount, more than 14% 
ot callers said they hove 
a problem controlling their 
betting on sports, she said. 
"This is a watershed mo¬ 
ment for sports betting in 
the United States," said Bill 
Miller, president and CEO 
of gambling industry’s trade 
group. "Roughly 100 million 
Americans will be able to 
legally wager on sports in 
their state by the end of this 
year. It’s more important 
than ever that the gaming 
industry, and our new part¬ 
ners in the sports betting 
ecosystem, are proactive 
in equipping patrons with 
the tools they need to en¬ 
gage in these offerings in a 
responsible manner." 

The initial campaign in¬ 
cludes advertising on the 
boards near the ice at T- 
Mobile Arena in Las Vegas, 
where they ore likely to be 
included in broadcasts and 
still photos of the game, 
and illuminated signs in¬ 
side pedestrian corridors at 
Washington’s Capital One 
Arena. 

"When it comes to legal 
sports betting, nothing can 
be more important than 
responsibility," said Jim Von 
Stone, president of Monu¬ 
mental Sports & Entertain¬ 
ment, which owns the 
Washington Capitols and 
the arena in which they 
play.Q 


By The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Travis 
Konecny scored just over 
a minute after a question¬ 
able video review wiped 
out a goal, and the Phila¬ 
delphia Flyers beat the 
Washington Capitals 5-2 
on Wednesday night to ex¬ 
tend their winning streak to 
seven games. 

Just 71 seconds after ref¬ 
eree Peter MacDougall 
said there was “no conclu¬ 
sive evidence" to show the 
puck crossed the goal line 
underneath goaltender 
Braden Holtby, Konecny 
hammered the puck into 
the back at the net for his 
24th of the season. He cel¬ 
ebrated as if he scored 
twice. 

The Flyers scored three 
times in 10 minutes to flip 
momentum in a showdown 
of the top teams in the 
Metropolitan Division. Addi¬ 
tional goals by Kevin Hayes 
and Tyler Pitlick during that 
run, one each by Ivan Prov- 
orov and Scott Laughton in 
the third and 25 saves from 
Brian Elliott helped Philadel¬ 
phia move within one point 
of first-place Washington. 
Lars Eller opened the scor¬ 
ing for Washington, and 
Tom Wilson set up Garnet 
Hathaway far its secand 
goal of the game. 
Philadelphia might be with¬ 
out James van Riemsdyk far 


some time after the winger 
broke his right hand after 
taking a puck to the right 
hand in the first. Coach 
Alain Vigneault said van 
Riemsdyk had an X-ray and 
"it doesn’t look real good.” 
DUCKS 4, AVALANCHE 3, OT 
DENVER (AP) — Rickard 
Rakell scored with 1.2 sec¬ 
onds remaining in over¬ 
time, Ryan Miller stopped 
32 shots and Anaheim 
ended Colorado’s seven- 
game winning streak. 
Rakell’s shat appeared ta 
deflect off the stick of Ava¬ 
lanche defenseman Samu¬ 
el Girard and past gaalten- 
der Pavel Francouz. It was 
Rakell’s first goal since Jan. 
31. 

Sam Steel, Andrew Agozzi- 
no and Brendan Guhle also 
added goals to accom¬ 
plish a rare feat these days 

— finding space between 
the pads of Francouz, 
who’s been one of the top 
goaltenders in the league. 
Vladislav Namestnikov, Ga¬ 
briel Landeskog and Na¬ 
than MacKinnon scored for 
Colorado, which picked up 
a point to pull to within two 
points of St. Louis for the top 
seed in the Western Con¬ 
ference. Landeskog also 
added two assists. 

FLAMES 3, BLUE JACKETS 2, 
OT 

CALGARY, Alberta (AP) 

— T.J. Bradie scared with 


11 seconds remaining in 
overtime as Calgary rallied 
from a two-goal deficit and 
beat Columbus. 

Blue Jackets gcaltender 
Joonas Korpisalo had lost 
his stick and was unable 
to get a glove on Brodie’s 
wrist shot from the high slot. 
Elias Lindholm and Mat¬ 
thew Tkachuk also scored 
for Calgary. Cam Talbot 
made 20 saves and im¬ 
proved to 8-3-1 since Jan. 
1 . 

Devin Shore and Gustav 
Nyquist scored first-period 
goals far Columbus. Kor¬ 
pisalo stopped 34 shots. 
COYOTES 4, CANUCKS 2 
VANCOUVER, British Co¬ 
lumbia (AP) — Lawson 
Crouse scored a tiebreak¬ 
ing goal midway through 
the third period and the 
Arizona Coyotes tightened 
the playoff race in the 
Western Conference with a 
win over Vancouver. 

The teams combined for 
five goals and two lead 
changes in a wild third pe¬ 
riod. 

Crouse and Nick Schmaltz 
scored goals 2:29 apart for 
Arizona. Carl Soderberg 
had a goal and an assist 
for the Coyotes, who have 
won two in a row and three 
out of four. 

Oliver Ekman-Larsson add¬ 
ed an empty-net gaal and 
an assist. □ 
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MLB reminding teams about sticky substance ruies 



In this Sept. 3,1973, file photo, home plate umpire John Flaherty 
checks Cleveland Indians pitcher Gaylord Perry's cap for an Il¬ 
legal substance, at the request of Milwaukee Brewers manager 
Del Crandall, during the first baseball game of a doubleheader 
In Milwaukee. 

Associated Press 


By JAY COHEN 
AP Sports Writer 
MESA, Ariz. (AP) — Gaylord 
Perry threw a spitball. Joe 
Niekro had on emery board 
and o piece of sandpaper. 
Whitey Ford used his wed¬ 
ding ring. 

Pitchers have been tinker¬ 
ing with the ball for years in 
search of an advantage, 
skirting and — occasionally 
— breaking major league 
rules in the process. But 
they might have to work a 
little harder on their decep¬ 
tion this season. 

In response to inquiries from 
clubs on the topic. Major 
League Baseball recently 
issued a reminder to teams 
about what is allowed and 
what violates sections 3.01 
and 6.02 of the Official 
Playing Rules. The commis¬ 
sioner's office went over 
possible discipline for viola¬ 
tions and the duties of the 
umpires in those situations. 

It also has been following 
up with teams on the topic 
during spring training. 

Rule 3.01 says no player 
shall intentionally discolor 
or damage the ball by rub¬ 
bing it with soil, rosin, par¬ 
affin, licorice, sand paper, 
emery paper or other for¬ 


eign substance. Rule 6.02 
prohibits the application of 
a foreign substance to the 
ball or even possessing a 
foreign substance on the 
mound. It also soys defac¬ 
ing the ball "in any manner" 
is against the rules. 

The running conversation 
on the pair of rules has cap¬ 
tured the attention of play¬ 
ers and coaches alike this 
spring training. 

"I have heard and I mean 
a lot of the coaches have 


come up and said 'Hey, 
like we can’t even carry 
anything, I mean non-sub- 
stance related, we're going 
to get in trouble for it, we 
get fired,’" White Sox pitch¬ 
er Dallas Keuchel said. "I 
mean I know the rule now, 
but I mean I don't know ex¬ 
actly the use of it. Who uses 
it? Who doesn't use it?" 
Keuchel said White Sox 
manager Rick Renteria 
covered the situation in a 
team meeting. 


"It’s been going on for de¬ 
cades, since I've known 
baseball, but, hey, if they 
wont to enforce it, then 
they're going to enforce it," 
Keuchel said. 

"That’s just the way it's going 
to be." 

No one knows exactly how 
many pitchers use a for¬ 
eign substance to gain an 
advantage, or what might 
result of any increased dili¬ 
gence in the area. 
Cincinnati Reds pitcher 
Trevor Bauer told HBO's 
"Real Sports" for a segment 
shown lost month that 
he believes 70% of major 
league pitchers use an un¬ 
allowed sticky substance 
on the ball. Bauer also sug¬ 
gested in 2018 that pitch¬ 
ers with the Houston Astros 
were manipulating balls to 
increase spin rates. 

"All that I've heard and 
understand is that they're 
just going to crock down 
a little bit more on foreign 
substance," Chicago Cubs 
pitching coach Tommy 
Hottovy said Thursday. 

"To the extent of what that 
is and what guys can (or) 
can't use, I mean there’s 
rosin on the field. Guys put 
sunscreen on during day 


games. So it's going to be 
hard to say OK we can do 
this and not that, or what 
they're actually cracking 
down on yet." 

Speaking in Florida, play¬ 
ers' association head Tony 
Clark said the union has 
discussed the foreign sub¬ 
stance rule and its enforce¬ 
ment with MLB. 

"We’ll have to see how that 
manifests itself moving for¬ 
ward," Clark said. 

If MLB enforces a more strict 
interpretation of the two 
rules, a safety issue could 
develop if more batters 
ore hit by pitches in tough 
weather conditions. 
Hottovy said he thinks time 
will tell about how it is going 
to go. 

"I think we’ll get a better 
sense of it once we start 
talking to umpires of what 
they're going to be look¬ 
ing for and what are go¬ 
ing to trigger some of those 
things they're going to ask," 
he said, "and again, just 
understanding whether or 
not it's going to be means 
for ejection or they're just 
going to say 'Hey, you’re 
using something, change 
the glove' or whatever that 
might be."a 


MLB wants to ban in-game video, union would allow 



New York Yankees' Zack Britton delivers a pitch during the sixth 
inning of a spring training baseball game against the Detroit Ti¬ 
gers Saturday, Feb. 29, 2020, in Tampa, Fla. 

Associated Press 


By MARK DIDTLER 
Associated Press 
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Ma¬ 
jor League Baseball has 
proposed banning player 
access to video during 
games, according to New 
York Yankees pitcher Zack 
Britten, but the unian wants 
ta allaw it with protections 
that would prevent catch¬ 
ers’ signs tram being visible. 
Players' association head 
Tony Clark met with the 
Yankees for three hours 
Wednesday and discussed 
negotiations for new video 
rules in the wake of the 
Houston Astros’ sign-steal¬ 
ing scandal. 

"Right now, MLB's proposal 
would be like a blackout. 
There would be no ac¬ 
cess," Britten said. "That's a 
pretty extreme stance be¬ 
cause of one team, that 
everyone else is punished. 
So, hopefully, we can find 
some common ground, but 


definitely before opening 
day. Guys would like to un¬ 
derstand what we're going 
to be allowed to use and 
what we're not going to 
be allowed to use before 
opening day." 

Haustan vialated rules 
by using a camera in the 
outfield to steal catchers' 
signs during its run to the 
2017 World Series title and 
again in 2018. The team 
was fined $5 million, man¬ 
ager AJ Hinch and general 
manager Jeff Luhnow were 
suspended for one season 
and the team was stripped 
of draft picks. Hinch and 
Luhnaw were fired by the 
team, but no players were 
disciplined. 

MLB also is investigating 
whether Bostan brake rules. 
Under the union's propos¬ 
al, hitters would still be al¬ 
lowed to review video of 
their at-bats during games 
and pitchers would be al¬ 


lowed to look over their 
mound performance. 

"The view that the players 
have is one that is con¬ 
cerned about where the 
game is and where it's go¬ 
ing. So everything that 
we've slid across the table 
in regards to proposals an 
technalogy has been a re¬ 


flection of that," Clark said. 
"And that we've slid across 
includes access to technol¬ 
ogy, certain technology 
during the course of the 
game. There’s systems that 
allow for access to your at- 
bats, and ar your time on 
the mound. Having access 
to those videos even with 


certain criteria in place 
to protect the integrity of 
those videos is what has 
been in the proposals." 
Clark said there are a num¬ 
ber of ways to implement 
it, including in-house moni¬ 
toring. The clips would not 
show catcher's signs. 

"The video person would 
be entrusted with cutting 
those clips, and yau wauld 
look to have a standard 
of oversight thereafter," 
Clark said. 'The conversions 
we’ve had included that, 
as well as the individual 
clips sent to a central place 
that allaws for review, as 
well." 

Clark said the unian is open 
to setting rules for player 
discipline far future tech- 
nolcgy rules violations. 
Players will not be punished 
for violations in the Boston 
and Houston investigations, 
baseball Commissioner 
Rob Manfred has said. □ 
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Together at last: Timbers reunite the Chara brothers 



In this Jan. 22, 2020 photo, Diego Chara, ieft, and his younger 
brother Yimmi Chara, right, speak at the Portland Timbers’ AALS 
soccer media day at Providence Park in Portland, Ore. 

Associated Press 


By ANNEM. PETERSON 
AP Sports Writer 
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — If 

they didn't play different 
positions, it would be diffi¬ 
cult to tell the Chora broth¬ 
ers opart on the field. 

Diego and his younger 
brother Yimmi hove been 
reunited this season by the 
Portland Timbers. The two 
got their first opportunity 
to ploy together in more 
than o decade over the 
weekend when they both 
started in the team’s sea¬ 
son opener. 

Midfielder Diego Chara, 
33, has been with the Tim¬ 
bers nearly from the start. 
He signed as the team's first 
designated player in April 
2011, the year Portland 
joined Major League Soc¬ 
cer as an expansion team. 
Yimmi Chara, a 28-year- 
old winger, signed with the 
team this January. 

"It was a dream. We had 
the opportunity to play 10 
years ago on the same 
team in Colombia. Now 


to have the opportunity to 
play again, it's amazing," 
Diego Chora said. "I think 
Yimmi’s a great addition for 
the team." 

The duo aren't the only 
brothers on an MLS roster 
this season. The Chicago 
Fire has Nicholas and Ga¬ 
briel Slonina, a pair of prom¬ 
ising young homegrown 
players, but they have yet 
to play together. 

In all, 15 sets of siblings have 
appeared together on the 
same team in league his¬ 
tory. 

The first were Sean and 
Chris Henderson, who 
played with the Colorado 
Rapids from 1996-98. The 
most recent were Cristian 
and Alex Roldan, who 
spent the last two seasons 
with the Seattle Sounders. 
Among the others were 
Chris Wondolowski, the 
league's all-time leading 
scorer, who played with 
his brother Stephen on the 
2008 Houston Dynamo, 
while Alexi and Greg Lolas 


played together very brief¬ 
ly for the New England Rev¬ 
olution in 1997. 

Timbers general manager 
Gavin Wilkinson discovered 
the Chores on a scouting 
trip some 10 years ago. 
The brothers, who hail from 
Cali, Colombia, come from 
a football family: dad Jesus 
and older brother Felipe, 
39, also played profession¬ 
ally. 

Wilkinson said the team 
has been interested in the 
younger Chara from the 
start, joking that waiting un¬ 
til now probably cost team 
owner Merritt Paulson a 
"hell of a lot more money." 
But ultimately the timing 
wasn't right for a variety 
reasons, he said. 

"I think what (Yimmi) brings 
us now is another experi¬ 
enced professional who 
has been very, very suc¬ 
cessful both on the inter¬ 
national stage and for top 
clubs throughout the world, 
" Wilkinson said. "He's well- 
traveled, and he knows 


what his brother has in this 
club and in this city, and he 
wants to replicate it, and 
create his own identity as 
well." 

A feisty midfielder, Diego 
Chara has become a pest 
for opponents and a fa¬ 
vorite for Portland's ardent 
supporters. He’s the first 
player across all eras of the 


Timbers to play more that 
eight seasons with the club. 
He leads the team's all- 
time list in games played 
with 263, and games start¬ 
ed with 260. He also ranks 
second in MLS with 638 ca¬ 
reer fouls and third in yellow 
cards with 80. 

"Having another Chara is 
amazing. □ 



Pittsburgh Steelers owner Arthur Rooney II leaves after NFL own¬ 
ers meet to discuss a proposed labor agreement, Thursday Feb. 
20, 2020, in New York. 

Associated Press 


Continued from page 17 

The NFLPA’s 11-member ex¬ 
ecutive committee initially 
voted 6-5 against the pro¬ 
posed terms, but last week 
in Indianapolis during the 
NFL scouting combine the 
32 team representatives 
voted 17-14 in favor — 
with one abstention — of 
sending the CBA to the full 
membership for approval. 
The new rules, if accepted, 
would be in effect through 
the 2030 league year. 

With the owners unwav¬ 
ering in their favor of a 
17-game regular season, 
which would begin as 
saon as 2021 and na later 
than 2023, players focused 
more on safeguards for the 
additional wear and tear 
and an increased share 
of the revenue that would 
grow with the extra game. 
Plenty at high-prafile play¬ 
ers have adamantly spo¬ 
ken out against the pro¬ 
posal, including Green Bay 
quarterback Aaron Rodg¬ 
ers, Seattle quarterback 
Russell Wilson, Houston 
defensive end J.J. Watt, 
Pittsburgh center Maurkice 
Pouncey and Minnesota 
wide receiver Stefon Diggs. 
Their primary contention 


with the terms is that they 
don't go far enough to 
reward and protect the 
players for the extra game. 
Pouncey went so far as 
to announce recently on 
social media he was ar¬ 
ranging a contingency 
fund with fellow critics 
Mike Pouncey and Russell 
Okung that would assist 
young players in the event 
of a strike. 

There's no telling how 
the full vote will turn out, 
though, with lesser-known 
and fringe players autnum- 
bering stars. This CBA would 
give a bigger boost to the 
rank-and-file players than 
usual, with a roughly 20% 
hike to the minimum salary 
right away, to $610,000. 
That figure would top $1 
million by 2029. 

NFLPA executive director 
DeMaurice Smith said last 
week he believed the pro- 
pasal would pass. NFL awn- 
ers initiated a lackaut in 
2011 that lasted more than 
four months, but the two 
sides came together to 
reach the current agree¬ 
ment right before training 
camps were to begin. The 
last time games were lost 
to a labor dispute was dur¬ 


ing the player strike in 1987. 
NFLPA vice president Sam 
Acho has been one of the 
most active supporters. He 
made the media rounds 
Thursday, telling SiriusXM 
radio that he has heard 
from some players who 
"are OK playing 17 games 
for the pay increase." 

The owners need labor 
peace to maximize their 
leverage in the next round 
of billion-dollar television 
contracts, but Ache cau¬ 
tioned against players as¬ 
suming that reapening ne¬ 


gotiations would necessar¬ 
ily lead to a better deal for 
the union. 

"Then you have to con¬ 
sider the potential of there 
being a smaller pie that 
you’re getting a percent¬ 
age of," Acho said. "That’s 
where my mind's at." 
Among the notable 
changes in the proposed 
new CBA: 

— The player share of 
league revenue, currently 
at 47%, wauld rise to at 
least 48% starting in 2021. 

— Padded practices in 


training camp would be re¬ 
duced from a total of 28 to 
16, with a a five-day accli¬ 
mation period preceding 
summer practices. There 
would be more mandatory 
days off during camp and 
a limit on joint practices 
with other clubs. 

— The 17th regular season 
game would trigger an 
elimination of the fourth 
preseason game. 

— Active rosters would be 
able to be expanded from 
53 to 55 players, with the 
option of calling up to two 
players from the practice 
squad per week. Game- 
day active lists wculd in¬ 
crease from 46 to 48 play¬ 
ers, provided at least eight 
offensive linemen are in¬ 
cluded. Practice squads 
would go from 10 to 12 
players immediately, with 
a jump ta 14 players in 
2022. 

— Players would see their 
paychecks spread aver 
a 36-week periad each 
year once the 17-game 
schedule — which is 18 
weeks including byes — is 
implemented. Currently, 
they're paid in 17-week in¬ 
stallments for the 16-game 
schedule. □ 
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Report: Russian social accounts sow election discord - again 


By AMANDA SEITZ and BAR¬ 
BARA ORTUTAY 
Associated Press 

Four years after Russia- 
linked groups stoked divi¬ 
sions in the U.S. presidential 
election on social media 
platforms, a new report 
shows that Moscow's cam¬ 
paign hasn't let up and has 
become harder to detect. 
The report from University 
of Wisconsin-Madison pro¬ 
fessor Young Mie Kim found 
that Russia-linked social 
media accaunts are post¬ 
ing about the same divisive 
issues — race relations, gun 
laws and immigration — as 
they did in 2016, when the 
Kremlin polluted American 
voters' feeds with messages 
abautthe presidential elec¬ 
tion. Facebook has since 
removed the accounts. 
Since then, however, the 
Russians have grown better 
at imitating U.S. campaigns 
and political fan pages 
online, said Kim, who ana¬ 
lyzed thousands of posts. 
She studied more than 5 
million Facebook ads dur¬ 
ing the 2016 election, iden¬ 
tifying Russia's fingerprints 
an some of the messages 
thraugh an ad-tracking 
app. Her review is cc-pub- 
lished by the Brennan Cen¬ 
ter far Justice, a law and 
policy institute, where she is 
a scholar. 

The Russian improvements 
make it harder for voters 
and social media platforms 
to identify the foreign inter¬ 
ference, Kim said. 

"Far normal users, it is toa 
subtle ta discern the differ¬ 
ences," Kim said. "By mim¬ 
icking domestic actors, 
with similar logos (and) simi¬ 
lar names, they are trying 
to avoid verification." 

Kim's report comes weeks 
after U.S. intelligence offi¬ 
cials briefed lawmakers on 
Russian efforts to stir chaos 
in American palitics and un¬ 
dermine public ccnfidence 
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This March 4, 2020, image shows a coiiection of instagram posts, which Facebook, the owner of 
instagram, yanked off the site in October after conciuding that they originated from Russia and 
had iinks to the internet Research Agency, a Russian operation that targeted U.S. audiences in 
2016. 

Associated Press 


in this year's election. The 
classified briefing detailed 
Russian efforts to boost the 
White House bids of both 
Republican President Dan- 
aid Trump and Democratic 
Sen. Bernie Sanders. 

Last manth, FBI Director 
Christopher Wray warned 
that Russia was still waging 
"information warfare" with 
an army of fictional social 
media personas and bots 
that spread disinformation. 
In a rare, joint statement 
Monday, the leaders at 
America's intelligence 
agencies cautioned that 
fareign actors were spread¬ 
ing false information ahead 
af Super Tuesday ta "cause 
confusion and create 
doubt in our system." 

But intelligence officials 
have not released any de¬ 
tails about the type of dis¬ 
information or explained 
how Americans shauld pra- 
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tect themselves from it. 
Russia has repeatedly de¬ 
nied interfering in the U.S. 
electians, and did again on 
Thursday. 

"Yau just want us ta repeat 
again that we have nath- 
ing to do with the U.S. elec¬ 
tions," Russia's foreign min¬ 
istry spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova said. 

Russia has refined its tech¬ 
niques since 2016 and new 
foreign actors have joined 
the game, making it harder 
to identify Kremlin-backed 
disinfcrmaticn said Tham- 
as Rid, a natianal security 
expert who has written a 
boak abaut the Kremlin's 
history of spreading disin¬ 
formation. 

"I do pick up some chatter 
that the visibility into Russian 
operations is not as good 
as it may appear," Rid said. 
"It's very difficult to spot Rus¬ 
sian interference today." 
Still, it's unclear how much 
impact — if any — Russian 
disinfarmatian tactics have 
had on voters. Some of Rus¬ 
sia's social media ads in the 
2016 U.S. presidential elec¬ 
tion were seen by only a 
handful of people and their 
impact has been "vastly 
overstated," Rid said. 

But Kim's report pulls back 
the curtain an some of 


the online techniques Rus¬ 
sia has already used in this 
year's presidential race, 
including targeting battle- 
graund states with its divi¬ 
sive messaging. 

Her review identified thau- 
sands at posts last year fram 
more than 30 Instagram 
accounts, which Facebook 
removed from the site in 
October after concluding 
that they originated from 
Russia and had links to the 
Internet Research Agency, 
a Russian operatian that 
targeted U.S. audiences in 
2016. Facebcok awns Insta¬ 
gram. Analysis fram Graphi- 
ka, a disinformation secu¬ 
rity firm, also concluded at 
the time that the accounts 
went to "great lengths to 
hide their origins." 

"We will keep evolving our 
defenses and announc¬ 
ing these influence cam¬ 
paigns, as we did more 
than 50 times last year," 
Faceboak said in an email. 
After getting caught aff- 
guard with Russia's 2016 
election interference 

attempts, Facebook, 
Google, Twitter and others 
put safeguards in place to 
prevent it from happening 
again. This includes taking 
down posts, groups and 
accaunts that engage in 


"coordinated inauthentic 
behavior," and strengthen¬ 
ing verification procedures 
for political ads. 

Kim's analysis found the 
accounts appeared to 
mimic existing political 
ones, including one called 
"Bernie.2020_" that used 
campaign logos to make it 
seem like it was cannected 
to Sanders' campaign ar 
was a fan page for his sup¬ 
porters, Kim said. 

Some presidential candi¬ 
dates also were targeted 
directly. 

An account called Stop. 
Trump2020 posted anti- 
Trump content. Other Ins¬ 
tagram accounts pushed 
negative messages about 
Democrat Joe Biden. 

"Like for Trump 2020," said 
one meme featuring a par- 
trait phato at Trump and a 
phota at Biden. "Ignare far 
Biden 2020." 

It was posted by an Insta¬ 
gram account called Iowa. 
Patriot, one of several ac¬ 
counts that targeted spe¬ 
cific communities in crucial 
swing states like Michigan, 
Ohio and Iowa with mes¬ 
saging. 

The accaunts also ap¬ 
peared to capitalize an 
other divisive American is¬ 
sues that emerged after 
the 2016 election. 

Some Instagram accounts 
pretended to be liberal, 
feminist groups as fallout 
from the #MeToo move¬ 
ment, which has exposed 
sexual misconduct allega¬ 
tions against high-profile 
public figures. Others tar¬ 
geted conservative wom¬ 
en with posts that criticized 
abortions. 

"I don't need feminism, 
because real feminism is 
about equal opportunity 
and respect for women. 
NOT about abortions, free 
birth control...." a meme on 
one account read. 

The accaunts varied in haw 
often they posted, the size 
of their following and the 
tractian the pasts received. 
But they carried the hall¬ 
marks of a Russian-backed 
online disinformation cam¬ 
paign, Kim said. 

"They're clearly adapting 
to current affairs," Kim said. 
"Targeting both sides with 
messages is very unique to 
Russia."Q 
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Spreading virus couid deai big blow to mails 



In this Friday, Feb. 28, 2020 file photo, o woman wearing o face 
mask and gloves rides an escalator at a mostly empty shopping 
mall in Beijing. 

Associated Press 


By ANNE D'INNOCENZIO 

AP Retail Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

growing fear over a new 
virus has transformed busy 
streets and shopping cen¬ 
ters into ghost towns in parts 
of China, Japan and Italy. 
Now, with the virus spread¬ 
ing in the U.S., it could deal 
a major blow to the coun¬ 
try’s over 1,000 malls at time 
when many are already 
struggling with a slew of 
retail bankruptcies. New 
diagnoses of the disease 
in several U.S. states have 
raised the tally of cases to 
more than 100. Nine peo¬ 
ple have died, all in Wash¬ 
ington state. 

Big malls like American 
Dream and Mall of Amer¬ 
ica and mall owner Taub- 
man Centers Inc. say 
they're adding hand sani¬ 
tizer stations, and they've 
also stepped up disinfect¬ 
ing high-touch areas like 
doors and handrails. The 
International Council of 
Shopping Centers said its 
members are following 
guidelines from the Cen¬ 
ters for Disease Control and 


Prevention. 

Shopping centers may 
have to take more extreme 
precautions, such as tem¬ 
porary closures, said Coye 
Nokes, a partner at OC&C 
Strategy Consultants' con¬ 
sumer and retail practice. 
"While the brands and re¬ 
tailers can attempt to miti¬ 
gate the impact via other 
channels like e-commerce, 
malls themselves will strug¬ 
gle with traffic under any 
extended virus scenario," 
she said. 

The first casualty was North 
Star Mall in San Antonio, 
Texas, which closed for 24 
hours this week after local 
health officials notified it 
that a patient who tested 
positive for the new virus 
visited over the weekend. 
A spokeswoman at the 
mall’s owner, Brookfield 
Properties, said in an email 
to The Associated Press that 
the mall has been cleaned 
several times using prod¬ 
ucts recommended by the 
CDC and there is a "low risk 
to the public." 

Target, Walmart and other 
discounters and pharmacy 


chains have reported big 
crowds of customers stock¬ 
ing up on basics like hand 
sanitizers and canned 
goods. But shoppers could 
yet get scared and stay 
home. A new survey by Co¬ 
resight Research, a global 
research firm, hints at trou¬ 
bles ahead for shopping 
malls as the virus spreads. 
Almost 28% of nearly 2,000 
U.S. internet users aged 18 
and older surveyed in late 
February by Coresight Re¬ 
search said they were cut¬ 
ting back on visits to malls, 
workplaces and entertain¬ 
ment venues or changing 
their travel arrangements. 
Nearly 60% said they're like¬ 
ly to take similar actions if 
the virus outbreak worsens. 
Among those who have 
already changed hab¬ 
its, more than four in 10 
say they're limiting visits to 
shopping centers and malls 
or avoiding them entirely, 
and more than three in 10 
avoid shops in general. A 
worsening of the outbreak 
would hit malls dispropor¬ 
tionately, the research sug¬ 
gests. Among those likely 


to change habits if the 
outbreak worsens, around 
three-quarters expect to 
avoid shopping complex¬ 
es, making this the most- 
avoided type of location. 
The rising fear comes at a 
time when malls are deal¬ 
ing with a wide gap be¬ 
tween top quality malls and 
low-end malls. While va¬ 
cancies at top malls have 
remained exceptionally 
tight, at 2.2%, the bottom 
rung of malls are struggling 
with an average vacancy 


rate of 7.5%, according to 
Kevin Cody, senior consul¬ 
tant at retail research firm 
CoStar Group. 

The new virus' impact on 
overall spending is un¬ 
known. But if it persists be¬ 
yond April it could be sig¬ 
nificant. Craig Johnson, 
president of consumer con¬ 
sultancy Customer Growth 
Partners, says in that sce¬ 
nario he'd cut his annual 
retail sales growth forecast 
by nearly half to 2.2% from 
4.1%.a 


Exxon to cut activity in Permian Basin as oil prices plummet 


By CATHY BUSSEWITZ 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Exxon 
Mobil said Thursday it plans 
to reduce the number of 
oil rigs operating in an oil- 
rich region in the South¬ 
west and may cut planned 
capital expenditures as the 
spreading coronavirus saps 


energy demand. 

The price of a barrel of oil 
has fallen more than 25% 
since the start of the year, 
and 8% in the last month, 
with energy demand ex¬ 
pected to shrink as the out¬ 
break drags on the global 
economy. 

Oil prices were already un¬ 


der pressure due to signs of 
a slowing economy in the 
U.S. and abroad. Energy 
demand dropped dramati¬ 
cally as flights to and from 
China were halted and 
factories slowed produc¬ 
tion. 

Exxon will reduce the num¬ 
ber of rigs in the Permian 
basin, a region that stretch¬ 
es across the border of New 
Mexico and Texas. 

"We all know today, over¬ 
supply, driven by indus¬ 
try investments in some 
of these growth markets, 
have exceeded demand. 


and we've got a very chal¬ 
lenging short-term margin 
environment which is now 
being compounded by the 
growing economic impact 
of the coronavirus that 
we're seeing around the 
world," CEO Darren Woods 
said Thursday at the New 
York Stock Exchange. "And 
that is creating a lot of un¬ 
certainty, particularly in the 
near term, and I would say 
particularly here in Wall 
Street. However, the longer 
term horizon is clear, and 
today our focus is on that 
horizon, and the future." 


Exxon expects $30 billion to 
$35 billion in capital expen¬ 
ditures this year, but it will 
likely be toward the bot¬ 
tom half of that range. The 
company had previously 
expected to be in the top 
half of that range. Woods 
said. □ 



Have you ever wish you travel 
to Aruba with just a carry-on ? 


And leave all vwr belonsings in a 
container being deliver and pick 
up right at you r resor t at home 
rental! 

‘ A?lctwas$6.50amonth 
' Pricing include pick-up&delivery 
' Saveiyou tinned money, year 
after year! 

' Avoid extra luggages 
‘ Afford able Storage Pricing 
‘ Convenlencei Peace of mind 


Fofnwr&inloftitffefl, 

Ob* lit g id\ +197 

or HTuil vs lockn^lINmesh^restof 9gei^rTuiL[]Qm. 
lHknmllarubA$tvrasaHrTW$liareiJSfl$sit)t£i^ 
or visit HIT f^ebook 




All Full/ Fumisti&d w/Kitichen, Airco, Cable Tv, FREE WJFI (ini and outside rooms). 
Swimming Pool, Gym. Library, Laundry Room ^ BBO Sets. Less than 1 mile From 
Eagle Beach & 4 Large Suf^ermarfeels. Feel Free to mnlact of visit us. Mon-Fri: 
Sam - 7pm. Sat & Sun: Sam - Spm. Worldwide calls: [297)'5&2-^97 
Calls from USA a Canada: 1.8SM15-1»95 [loll free) 

Calls from Itie Nedertands: 08S-0094321S (tall free) 

SchoElandstraat 7 Q. Qranjestad, Aruba 

Email: iofo^arubaqualityaparliTients.com 
_ Web$ita: www.anjl^Malifyaj^riin^n _ 
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Mutts 


LlTTte 

Sock.-LiTT(-e 
p,f//C SocK- 
(.)'£• P»v. 




6Chix 


HE'S A (aREAT MATCHI>0<^ 
HE WATCHES AUC THE DO&S. 
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Blondie 


m BROTHER NAMEO HIS KIDS, 
RAFTER FOOO..THE GIRLS ARE 
GINGER, 

ANS OLIVE' ■— 
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the brothers are alfreoo, 

EGSBERT ANO REUBEN';-^' 





IF IVE EVER HAVE GRANSKIRS... 

WHAT oo YOU think: of the 
NAWE BRIE BUWSTEAO? 


Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 


uev! 

RIP 

NOUGCTlue 
POTATO 
CHIPS? 




I rooNp 
HALF A BA6 
OriTUE 
PlANkSI^NK 



APE VOO CWklV?? lOUAT PiP 
wp [%p A^ 

EATIKJG fOoP TVIATNOU PUP? 
h- 


CHIPS APEHT 
RX)R WDM'S 
TOU? ME THAT, 
Lll^, A 
MimOKJ TIMES, 




OKA>^Cl^£(iM£APOi^^ 
A&SiSlBP S£NfOf?LfV(N& 
AN£?f?ES/P£mifAL CAf?£ 
FACiUT\:iMAV£ONB 
au£BnoNfioRtft:>u/ 


[JET'S ^iJBT M£Y/1U0SB 

ASSUMETHE PUIPPIN& 

ANswEf?is , ^jupspmiy 
"yes" ^ 

^5: 



Conceptis Sudoku 



I 1 i ll k 1111 -h J .L- \ L-1 ★ ★ * * 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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HELP US I 
KEEP . 
i ARUBA ^ 
CLEAN 



Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 

Week 1/1408 (15k); 

Week 2/1113 (16k); 

Week 5/1315 (18k); 

Week 5&6/1521 (20k/Wk.); 
Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17k/Wk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 

Week 10/1207 (15k); 

Weeks 11-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 

_212287 









JVIarricHt Aruba Surf Club 

PLATl?VUfV] Jscasori 
2B Ocean front S26k 
C>ceaiiside SI6.500 
Ocean view Si 5.500 
SBtDKM S28k 
*WK 51 OVS39k 
*WK 52 OV S49k 
* Weeks 7 and !4-a!] views 
CiOLD Season 
2R Ocean front S 14k 
2B Oceanside SSk 
GVS5k OVS7k 
3BEDRM $l3k 
^larriuti Aruba Ocean 


PLATINUM ^oson 
2 Bed OV $16500 Club 
2B OF S26k 
I n OV S9k 

** |x^inE^ $K per 

poini 

COLD Sensiu-A 
2B Ocean front S I 4k 
2BOV $9k 
I Bed S4k 
I n OF S9k 

La Cabuna Beach Resort 
2Bd-WMks 30-53 UniE 322BC 
and Unit 4I2BC S65CIO e.vveek 

ni\ i Aruba Phopnix 
Week 27 and week 29 
Pcnlhoiisc 2 Bed 3 Bath 
Olher week also available 

We Need Sellers!!! 

Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
& All Divi WL^ks 

We Are the# I 

RESALE 

agenf in Aruba! 

We also RENT Amba weeks for 
ow-ners. Contacs us to BUY, 
SF.l.L or RFNT any tlme^hare 
property. 


j ulie/^^conc ier ^realt>.c(Hn 

888-688-2204 EKtm 

Website: 

w wH.conciergereaUy.co m 

Broker: Michelle Dun^tu 

WWW iKSboo*: coffL'^rouFi'Marr^ttArybsSurf.’ 
WWW fawbook.com'gr wp&'MairetWulM^^C^ 


Halley Time Travel 

For Rent 

Divi Links Golf 

Renaissance suites 

1 BR wk 8/9 $9,5 K each 

1 BR sleep 4 $1K each 

Eagle 9 ground floor 

Date :3/6/20 to 3/20/20 

27 /19 weeks remain 

Marriott Ocean Club 

1 BRwk 11 $9 K 

1 BR sleep 4 $ 3 K 

Date : 3/20/20 to 3/27/20 

Birdie 3 with 26weeks remain 

Divi Links Golf 

Marriott Ocean Club 

1 BRwk 12/13 $9,5 K each 

Platinum Season 

Birdie 10 ground floor 

1 BR Ocean View $ 10 K 

33/34 weeks remain 

1 BR Ocean Front $20 K 

Divi Village 

2 BR Ocean View $17K 

2 BRwk 13 $14 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $ 26 K 

Building C 28weeks remain 

Marriott Surf Club 

Renaissance suites 

Platinum Season 

1 BRwk9$7,5K 

2 BR Ocean View $16K 

On the 4 th floor 

2 BR Ocean side $17K 

Harbor view 

2 BR Ocean Front $26K 

Playa Linda beach Resort 

3 BR Ocean view $28K 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Studio wk 10 and 11 $25 K both 
1st floor pool/ocean view 

1 BRwk8$14K 

Dutch Village 

Building 6 on the 4 th floor 

1 BR wk 9 old contract 

28 weeks remain 

16 weeks remain $7,5K 

IBRwk 11 $14K 

1 BRwk8$8K 

Building 7 on the 3rd floor 

12 weeks remain 

33 weeks remain 

Dutch Village 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR wk 7 and 8 $8K each 

2BRPH wk 11/12 $35 K each 

15 weeks remain each 

Building 9 on the 7th floor 

2 BRwk7$16K 

30 weeks remain 

23 weeks remain 

Divi Links Golf 

Casa del Mar 

Studio wk 5,7,8 $8K each 

1 BRwk 12 $7,5 K 

Birdie 1 on ground floor 

La cabana beach and casino 

22/27/29 weeks remain 

1 BR wk 11/12 $8,5 K each 

4th floor pool/ocean view 

Divi Links Golf 

Studio wk 5,6,7,8,9 

Sunday check in 

Same room birdie 9 

Eagle Resorts 

3rd floor 33 weeks remain 

1 BRwk 7,8,9 $7,5 K each 

Each $10 K each 

212579 

Le Vent Condo 

3 BR , 2 Bath $650 K 

Call: 630 1307 

Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

www.buyarubatimeshares.com 

www.bestbuyreaityaruba.com 


EAGLE ARUBA RESORT 

week 1,2,3,4+5,6 

1 BR 1st floor $6500 
Paradise Beach 

week 50 Studio $4000 each 

2 BRwk 51-52 $15000 each 
Home 1518 537 6406 

Cel. 1518 965 7878 

After February 15, 2020 

desankabubnjevic3@gmail.com 

_^212406 


Wanted to buy 
Week 7 at Costa Linda 

You may contact Kevin at 
thequake@aol.com or 
508-843-1953 


Lilly 

UH UJJ| 

fijiyijuyii 

facebook.co m/ambaioday/ 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
Dr. Van Der Linden 
Tel.524 8833 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Divi Village Golf 

Bldg. E 1 BR 2 Bath, 2 patios 
deck, hot tub. grill. Floating 
week (wk 51-wk15) 19 weeks 
remaining $8000 
janellemickelson@gmail.com 

_212563 




HEALTH 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Dakota Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas: 

Botica Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



March 6 

Celebrity Reflection 
March 7 
AIDA Perla 

Celebrity Reflection (Dept) 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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A dog is seen at a pet shop in Hong Kong, Thursday, March 5, 
2020. 

Associated Press 

Dogs, cats can't pass 
on coronavirus, but 
can test positive 


HONG KONG (AP) — Pet 

cats and dogs cannot pass 
the new coronavirus on to 
humans, but they can test 
positive tor low levels ot the 
pathogen if they catch it 
from their owners. 

That’s the conclusion of 
Hong Kong’s Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Conservation 
Department otter o dog in 
quarantine tested weakly 
positive for the virus Feb. 27, 
Feb. 28 and March 2, using 
the canine’s nasal and oral 
cavity samples. 

A unidentified spokesman 
for the department was 
quoted in a news release 
as saying. "There is currently 
no evidence that pet ani¬ 
mals can be a source of in¬ 
fection of COVID-19 or that 
they become sick." 
Scientists suspect the virus 
known as SARS-CoV-2 that 
causes the disease origi¬ 
nated in bats before pass¬ 
ing it on to another species, 
possibly a small wild mam¬ 
mal, that passed it on to 
humans. However, experts 
from the School of Public 
Health of The University of 
Hong Kong, the College of 
Veterinary Medicine and 
Life Sciences of the City 
University of Hong Kong 


and the World Organisa¬ 
tion for Animal Health (OIE) 
hove unanimously agreed 
that the dog has a low-lev- 
el of infection and it is "likely 
to be o cose of humon-to- 
onimol transmission." 

The dog, and another also 
in quarantine which has 
tested negative for the vi¬ 
rus, will be tested again 
before being released. The 
department suggested 
any pets, including dogs 
and cots, from households 
where someone has tested 
positive for the virus should 
be put into quarantine. 

In general, pet owners 
should maintain good hy¬ 
giene, including washing 
hands before and otter 
handling animals, their 
food and supplies and no 
kissing them. People who 
are sick should ovoid con¬ 
tact with pets and a vet¬ 
erinarian’s advice should 
be sought if changes in 
o pet’s health conditions 
ore detected. "Apart from 
maintaining good hygiene 
practices, pet owners 
need not be overly con¬ 
cerned and under no cir¬ 
cumstances should they 
abandon their pets," the 
spokesman soid.Q 
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Customers look at sanitizing wipes on the sheives of a pharmacy in New York on Wednesday, 
March 4, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Science Says: How risky is that 
virus? Your mind may mislead 


By MALCOLM RITTER 
Science Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Anno Al¬ 
exander, o property man¬ 
ager in Virginia Beach, 
Virginia, started the day 
Monday thinking that she 
might avoid shaking hands 
because of the coronavirus 
outbreak. Then somebody 
stuck out o hand to shake. 
She took it. 

"I’m a business person," Al¬ 
exander, 65, explained. 
"But if somebody else does 
it next time, I might try to 
be careful because of the 
coronavirus." 

As the viral infections 
spread across the globe, 
everybody has to moke 
o decision: How worried 
should I be about getting 
infected, and what should 
I do about it? 

Those decisions con hove 
wide impacts. "Seriously 
people — STOP BUYING 
MASKS!" tweeted U.S. Sur¬ 
geon General Dr. Jerome 
M. Adorns on Feb. 29. He 
explained masks aren’t 
effective in protecting 
the general public "but if 
healthcare providers can’t 
get them to core for sick 
patients, it puts them and 
our communities at risk!" 
The right degree of con¬ 
cern for somebody who 
lives near o coronavirus 
hotspot might very well dif¬ 
fer from that of somebody 


who lives far from one. In 
any cose, soy experts in 
how people gouge risk, it’s 
not o simple, cold statisti¬ 
cal calculation. Instead, it 
is colored by our emotions 
and other psychological 
factors. 

"Emotions ore the filters 
through which we see the 
facts," soys David Ropeik, 
a retired Harvard instructor 
on risk communication. 

And this virus outbreak 
presents o list of "hot but¬ 
tons ... that romp up our 
perception of risk" and 
sometimes moke those 
perceptions differ from the 
evidence-based conclu¬ 
sions of medical officials, 
soys Paul Slovic, a psychol¬ 
ogy professor at the Univer¬ 
sity of Oregon. 

For example, it’s new and 
unfamiliar, unlike the usual 
seasonal flu that kills o lot 
more people every year 
than coronavirus has. It 
doesn’t appear to be fully 
understood. And it seems 
hard to control, either by 
public health authorities or 
our own actions. 

"We see there is no vaccine 
that con prevent it," he 
said. It can spread through 
airborne droplets released 
by infected people, but we 
can’t be sure the people 
we meet ore truly healthy, 
which also undercuts any 
sense of personal control. 


he said. 

As Ropeik put it, in the face 
of o new and poorly under¬ 
stood threat "we start feel¬ 
ing like we don’t know what 
we need to do to protect 
ourselves, and that feels 
like powerlessness, a lock 
of control, like driving down 
the road but with your eyes 
closed." Meanwhile, the in¬ 
formation people get from 
the news and social media 
is "not particularly reassur¬ 
ing," Slovic said. ’The geo¬ 
graphic risk of this seems 
to be rapidly expanding" 
and within any country 
the cose numbers start 
relatively small and then 
grow, without any known 
upper bound, he said. And 
reports focus on people 
getting sick and dying, not 
those who’ve become in¬ 
fected and hod only mild 
symptoms, he said. "We’re 
getting only the scary infor¬ 
mation." 

What’s more, Ropeik said, 
"everybody is telling every¬ 
body about it" in news and 
social medio, which ampli¬ 
fies the perceived risk. 
Ropeik said the coronavi¬ 
rus triggers thinking about 
years of warnings about le¬ 
thal pandemics. "This idea 
of the new disease being 
o major killer is on idea that 
has been burned into our 
recent fear memory," he 
said. □ 
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Raphael fever hits Italy but art isn't immune from virus 



Visitors take photos of Raphaei's painting Virgin with Child and Infant St. John the Baptist, at a press 
preview of Raphael's exhibition in Rome, Wednesday, March 4, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By FRANCES D'EMILIO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — The paintings, 
dravv'ings, tapestries and 
sketches in the most ambi¬ 
tious exhibition of Renais¬ 
sance superstar Raphael’s 
works are collectively in¬ 
sured for 4 billion euros 
($4.4 billion) against theft, 
vandalism or other dam¬ 
ages. 

But no money can guaran¬ 
tee that Italy’s outbreak of 
coronavirus, the largest in 
Europe, won't play havoc 
with the three-month run in 
Rome of this year's eagerly- 
awaited art blockbuster. 
Nervousness was palpable 
at a preview Wednesday 
that the Italian govern¬ 
ment's increasingly restric¬ 
tive measures aimed at 
containing the outbreak 
might prematurely shut 
down the "Raffaello" exhibi¬ 
tion, which is being mount¬ 
ed to mark the 500th anni¬ 
versary of his death. 

The project brings together 
120 works by Raphael, in¬ 
cluding from collections 
ranging from those of 
Queen Elizabeth II to some 
of the world's most pres¬ 
tigious museums. Entitled 
"Raffaello 1520-1483," the 
exhibition opens Thursday 
in the Scuderie del Quirina- 
le, an 18th-century former 
stables converted into an 
elegant palazzo. 

There was reason to be 
nervous. I taly closed all 
schools and universities 
Wednesday and barred 
fans from all sporting events 
for nearly the next month 
to try to tamp down the 
deadliest coronavirus out¬ 
break outside of China. So 
far, over 3,000 people have 
been infected in Italy and 
107 of them have died. 

On April 6, 1520, at the 
height of a brilliant career 
as a painter and architect 
in Rome, Raphael suc¬ 
cumbed, on his 37th birth¬ 
day, to eight days of fever 
and was buried in Rome's 
Pantheon. 

Some 40 of the paintings 
and sketches come from 
the Uffizi Galleries in Flor¬ 
ence, whose director, Eike 
Schmidt, sought to tamp 
down apprehension about 
viewing the show. He 
stressed that the recom¬ 
mended one-meter (yard) 


distance between people 
in public places would be 
respected to reduce risks of 
any contagion and hand 
sanitizers were affixed to 
exhibit walls. 

He was interviewed in front 
of one of the show's top 
draws, "Portrait of Pope 
Leone X." The painting un¬ 
derwent a painstaking, 
three-year-restoration that 
enhanced the rich hues of 
the scarlet cap and cape 
of the pontiff, one of Ra¬ 
phael's patrons, and the 
cardinal-red robes of two 
cardinals. So exquisite is 
Raphael's detailing that 
a silver bell near the pon¬ 
tiff's left hand looks like you 
could pick it up and ring it. 
Pausing in front of Rapha¬ 
el's creations - including 
preparatory sketches as 
breathtakingly beautiful as 
the paintings that ensued - 
viewers feel caught in the 
gaze of the artists' subjects. 
Schmidt noted that while 
Michelangelo was "con¬ 
stantly interested in the 
anatomy of the human 
body," and Leonardo da 
Vinci was "principally in¬ 
terested in the scientific 
analysis of the world," Ra¬ 
phael's interest "was really 
the psychology of his sitters" 
for portraits. Raphael was 
intent on exploring "how 
can you express a human 
character, a soul, through 
painting, which is very dif¬ 


ficult, if not impossible." 

But, Schmidt added, 
switching to Raphael's Ital¬ 
ian name " if anyone came 
close to do it, that was Raf¬ 
faello." 

Drawings, with ink or red or 
black chalk, provide ample 
examples of Raphael's suc¬ 
cess in infusing human fig¬ 
ures with emotion. Two of 


Raphael's celebrated por¬ 
traits have inspired count¬ 
less musings about the 
women who posed for a 
painter known for his lively 
love life. 

One, informally known as 
"Fornarina," or the baker's 
daughter, was said to be 
his mistress and was paint¬ 
ed in his last year of life. A 


finger on her right hand 
appears to point to an slim 
armband on her bare arm 
with the artist's name. Near¬ 
by is "Portrait of a woman 
called 'La Velata,"' or the 
veiled woman. 

When Italy's COVID-19 out¬ 
break surfaced last month, 
more than 70,000 tickets 
had already been sold for 
the "Raffaello" exhibit. 
Organizers on Wednesday 
said "the number of visitors 
accessing the halls will be 
controlled" to dilute the risks 
of any visitors transmitting 
the new coronavirus. 

But if "Raffaello" was forced 
to temporarily close its 
doors or slash entrance 
numbers, it's be highly un¬ 
likely that it could be ex¬ 
tended. While the Uffizi has 
so many Raphael works it 
could lend 40 and still keep 
its Raphael room open 
in the Florence museum, 
other lending institutions, 
among them the Prado, 
the Louvre, the National 
Gallery in London and the 
National Gallery of Art in 
Washington, D.C., would 
be reluctant to deprive 
for more weeks their own 
visitors of an opportunity to 
view their Raphael works in 
their own collections. □ 


Kim Kardashian West, former 
prisoners visit White House 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Kim Kardashian West vis¬ 
ited the White House on 
Wednesday along with 
three women who had 
their sentences commut¬ 
ed by President Donald 
Trump last month, allow¬ 
ing them early release 
from federal prison. 
Kardashian West tweeted 
that she and the women 
planned to "discuss more 
change that our jus¬ 
tice system desperately 
needs!" 

The three women — 
Tynice Nichole Hall, Crys¬ 
tal Munoz and Judith Ne¬ 
gron — were nonviolent 
federal offenders serving 
long sentences. All had 
their cases championed 
by Alice Johnson, a Ten¬ 
nessee grandmother con¬ 


victed on felony drug and 
money laundering charg¬ 
es in 1996. Johnson was re¬ 
leased from prison in June 
2018 after Kardashian 
West asked Trump to grant 
her clemency. 

Johnson said the presi¬ 
dent had asked her for a 
list of other women who 
deserved clemency. 
Johnson, Hall and Munoz 
had all had commutation 
requests denied by then- 
President Barack Obama. 
Obama undertook an 
unprecedented effort to 
reduce the sentences of 
nonviolent federal drug 
offenders during his presi¬ 
dency, releasing 1,715 
prisoners, more than any 
other president in history. 
Obama repeatedly 
called on Congress to 


pass a broader criminal 
justice fix, but Republican 
lawmakers resisted. Trump 
was able to get more Re¬ 
publicans in the Senate to 
vote for a criminal justice 
bill that gave judges more 
discretion when sentenc¬ 
ing some drug offenders 
and boosted prisoner re¬ 
habilitation efforts. Trump 
has been citing the bill in 
his efforts to win support 
from more African Ameri¬ 
can voters. Ivanka Trump 
tweeted a photo of her¬ 
self and husband Jared 
Kushner with the women 
during Wednesday's visit, 
saying "these 3 mothers 
were granted clemency 
by ©realDonaldTrump last 
month and are already us¬ 
ing their second chance 
to pay it forward!"G 
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Review: In ‘Onward,’ a weird but worthy Pixar 



magic act 



In this image reieased by Disney/Pixar, characters Laurei, 
voiced by Juiia Louis-Dreyfus, from ieft, Ian, voiced by Tom Hoi- 
iand, and Bariey, voiced by Chris Pratt, appear in a scene from 
"Onward." 

Associated Press 
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By JAKE COYLE 

For a revolutionary anima¬ 
tion studio, Pixar has been 
surprisingly wary ot ad¬ 
vancing technology. The 
company may be at the 
forefront of digital anima¬ 
tion, but for 25 years, its 
spiritual DNA has been de¬ 
cidedly nostalgic. It's the 
old-school new school. 

In “WALL-E," high-tech hu¬ 
mans hove devolved into 
overweight TV addicts 
who need to be jarred out 
of their stupor. In “Mon¬ 
sters Inc.,” modern kids 
hove grown too blase to 
be scared by monsters, 
prompting o scream short¬ 
age. “Cars” preached 
smoll-town, off-the-beoten- 
trock values. 

Pixor’s latest, “Onward,” 
goes even further. “Long 
ago, the world was full of 
wonder,” o narrator intro¬ 
duces. There were magical 
creatures like trolls, gnomes, 
elves and dragons with 
special powers. But the 
drumbeat of progress, from 
light bulbs to airplanes to 
smart phones, has steadily 
sapped oil the fantasy from 
life. In New Mushroomton, 
o Los Angeles-like sprawl 
of suburbs and freeways, 
those once magical crea¬ 
tures live an orderly and 
predicable life much like 
our own, just with unicorns 
always getting in the trash 
and pixies that ride in biker 
gangs. 

The set-up is quintessentiol- 
ly Pixar, even if “Onward” 
— with its blueish, pointed¬ 
eared elves in flannel shirts 
and ’70s-style anthems — 
nearly resembles Pixar's 
answer to prog rock. This is 
one of the studio’s odder 
looking films, one that owes 
much more to Dungeons 
& Dragons and the rock- 
geek exuberance of Jock 
Black than your typical ani¬ 
mated feature. 

“Onward,” written and di¬ 
rected by Dan Scanlon 
(“Monsters University”), 
may initially be a tough sell. 


and it’s not a movie likely to 
immediately rise to the top 
of everyone’s Pixar’s rank¬ 
ings. (“Ratatouille” forever.) 
But its eccentric odyssey of 
two brothers delving into 
a fantastical post to find 
their way through grief and 
self-doubt is a worthy addi¬ 
tion to the studio’s canon. 
Its world is o little incongru¬ 
ous (one wonts to unsee 
the centaur police officer), 
and the movie’s depic¬ 
tion of death isn’t so well 
honed os it is in, soy, “Up” 
or “Toy Story 3.” But “On¬ 
ward” mokes the most of 
its strange assemblage to 
tell o sweet and moving 
story — enough so to leave 
you yet again shaking your 
head at Pixar’s magic act. 
Ion Lightfoot (voiced by 
Tom Holland) is on elf in 
high school with typical 
teenage problems. He’s 
turning 16, o passage into 
young adulthood that for 
Ion is filled with angst and 
anxiety. His lock of self con¬ 
fidence is only the more 
worrisome to him when he 
hears that his late father, 
whose death came be¬ 
fore Ion was born, was on 
impressively “bold” man. 
Ion mokes o “new me” list 
with the entry: “Be more 
like Dad.” He lives with his 
mother. Laurel (Julio Louis- 
Dreyfus), and older brother. 
Barley (Chris Pratt). Barley 
drives o beat-up purple 
von with o winged horse 
decal and a cassette-tape 
deck; he’s nicknamed the 
von Guinevere. (You will 
leave “Onward” swear¬ 
ing that someone owes 
Jack Black money.) Clad 
in a denim vest and spiked 
wristband. Barley doesn’t 
appear headed toward 
grand success in life, but 
he’s an affectionately en¬ 
thusiastic brother to Ion 
and a young man with pas¬ 
sionate tastes. He’s an afi¬ 
cionado of the role-playing 
game Quest of Yore, and 
an ardent defender of arti¬ 
facts from the past. To sty¬ 


mie developers, he melo¬ 
dramatically chains himself 
to magical relics. 

The adventure of the movie 
kicks off when Ian opens a 
gift left for him by his father 
(voiced by Bryan Crans¬ 
ton): a staff and spell that 
will bring Ion’s dad bock 
for a day. Ian only holt fin¬ 
ishes the trick: His father re¬ 
turns as just a pair of slacks 
and dress shoes. In a race 
to beat the next day’s sun¬ 
set, the kids tow their half- 
formed father on an odys¬ 
sey in search of a crystal 
for another chance at the 
spell. A pair of elves with a 
half-resurrected dead dad 
is, unquestionably, esoter¬ 
ic territory for even Pixar. 
When Ion gives him a pillow 
torso, shirt and shades, the 
effect is a little like “Week¬ 
end at Bernie’s.” And yet, 
“Onward” still works. As 
they hunt from place to 
place, the elves’ quest re¬ 
awakens long dormant 
pools of magic. Pressured 
by insurance companies 
and Yelp reviews, a man- 
ticore (Octavio Spencer) 
begins to question turning 
her lair into a TGI Fridays- 
like restaurant. 

In a series of such encoun¬ 
ters, Ian gradually grows 
more courageous; the 
movie isn’t as unconven¬ 
tional as it seems. But “On¬ 
ward” pivots, movingly. It 
turns out to be more about 
brotherly love than any¬ 
thing else. As o Pixar entry, it 
may be the first to explicitly 
grapple with not the trials of 
childhood, but the fraught 
onset of adulthood. Either 
way, by the time “Onward” 
has wrapped its journey, it 
will probably be the only 
movie with a monticore to 
moke you cry. 

“Onward,” a Walt Disney 
Co. release, is rated PG by 
the Motion Picture Associa¬ 
tion of America for action/ 
peril and some mild the¬ 
matic elements. Running 
time: 103 minutes. Three 
stars out of four. □ 
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Winfrey and Cummins taik “American Dirt” and iessons iearned 



In this Feb. 13, 2020 photo, Oprah Wintrey, lett, and “American Dirt" author Jeanine Cummins 
appear in a conference room just above Modern Studios in Tucson, Ariz., where they taped an 
Oprah's Book Club show about Cummins' controversial book. 


TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) — Every¬ 
thing about her latest book 
club pick, “American Dirt," 
was o surprise for Oprah 
Winfrey. Praised early on as 
a modern version of “The 
Grapes of Wrath,” Jeanine 
Cummins’ novel about a 
Mexican mother and child 
fleeing to the U.S, border 
was strongly criticized by 
those who accused her of 
perpetuating stereotypes 
about Mexicans. The con¬ 
troversy also highlighted 
the lock of diversity in pub¬ 
lishing. 

For o toped forum on the 
novel, Winfrey and Cum¬ 
mins were joined by three 
critics of the book, and the 
discussion ran so long that 
the finished broadcast on 
Apple TV Plus will be rough¬ 
ly 2 hours, double the usual 
time for one of her book 
club programs. 

The Associated Press was 
allowed to attend lost 
month’s taping at o studio 
in Tucson, Arizona, where 
Cummins wrote and re¬ 
searched port of the nov¬ 
el. The AP later spoke with 
Winfrey and Cummins in on 
upstairs conference room. 
Here are highlights from the 
AP interview: 

On how Winfrey and Cum¬ 
mins felt about the show, 
which also featured inter¬ 
views with immigrants from 
Central America: 

Winfrey: I felt that it was os 
balanced os you con be 
in 2 hours and 40 minutes. 
In the middle of taping, I 
was, like, having anxiety, 
because I knew how many 
other stories I hod to get in 
and realized I’m not going 
to be able to tell oil those 
stories. And it’s so important 
not to cut people in o way 
that mokes them feel that 
they were not heard. And, 
so, the producer comes up 
and tells me that Apple’s 
agreed to allow this to be 
two hours. So, then, I actu¬ 
ally relaxed. 

Cummins: I’m so grateful to 
Oprah for being the one to 
facilitate this conversation, 
because it was terrifying to 
walk in there knowing that 
I was going to, potentially, 
be called upon to defend 
my book, which is not o 
thing any writer wonts to 
do ever, under any circum¬ 


stances. And, in fact, I felt 
like that conversation was 
productive. It was civil. I re¬ 
ally understood where they 
were coming from, the 
women who were there in 
opposition to the book. I 
hope that they also under¬ 
stood where I was coming 
from. 


On how the recent contro¬ 
versy will change how Win¬ 
frey chooses books for her 
club: 

Winfrey: I’m very interested 
in these conversations con¬ 
tinuing. I will be a part of 
helping them continue if I 
think that I can contribute 
something of value and of 
meaning. ... And now that 
we’ve had this moment in 
the culture, I will now open 
myself up to more Latinx 
books. 

We do the same thing, I 
think, you know, other book 
clubs are doing — you’re 
seeing what’s coming up, 
what’s new, when are the 
new releases. And I just 
said to Leigh (O Magazine 
books editor Leigh Haber) 
the other day, “We should 
start looking at other books 
that didn’t do so well.” 


How the recent controver¬ 
sy will make Winfrey look 


more closely at the pub¬ 
lishing Industry and at the 
writers she picks: 

Winfrey: It has not been a 
concern of mine, or of inter¬ 
est to me, who is publishing 

the book. “Oh, I chose 

three Random House 
books in a row,” or “I chose 
the Harper’s (HarperCollins) 
book and then I chose an¬ 
other Harper’s book." That 
has never been the (focus). 
I just really go on “Do I like 
the book?” and “What is 
the book?” And, now, I will 
pay more attention to that. 
I will also pay more atten¬ 
tion to who is writing it. This 
has actually caused me to 
pause about who’s writing 
it: Am I going to have to 
spend the next two months 
defending the writer, de¬ 
fending the writer’s right 
to write the book, or can 
we actually talk about the 
story? 

r m not going to play it safer, 
but I’m not going to wade 


Associated Press 

into water if I don’t have to. 
I don’t have to wade into 
water and drown if I don’t 
have to, because, you 
know, this has taken up a 
lot of my energy, a lot of her 
(Cummins’) energy, and it’s 
taken the attention away 
from the real reason I want 
people to read books. 


On whether It had occurred 
to Cummins that having her 
book compared to “The 
Grapes of Wrath” might 
lead to a backlash: 
Cummins: No. I didn’t (re¬ 
alize). I mean, it was all so 
exciting to me. You know? I 
was so overwhelmed. I was 
a writer who came from the 
lower-mid list and was hav¬ 
ing the moment of my life. 


On how the criticism of 
Cummins reminded Win¬ 
frey of an experience In her 
own life: 

Winfrey: As a young report¬ 


er I remember moving to 
Baltimore and them doing 
this whole big campaign 
on “What is an Oprah?" 
that ended up flopping, 
because I couldn’t live up 
to what the promos and 
publicity were. So, by the 
time I actually ended up ... 
on the air, they were like, 
“Oh, it’s just a black girl with 
a lot of hair.” And there 
were people mispronounc¬ 
ing my name and all that 
stuff. So, I couldn’t live up 
to it. So, I learned from that, 
as you (Cummins) are now 
going to learn from this. I 
learned from that. When I 
moved to Chicago, I said, 
“I don’t want a billboard, 
not a word, not a bus stop, 
not a bumper sticker — I 
want nothing. I want to 
go on the air. I want to do 
whatever I’m going to do. 
And, by word of mouth, 
people will hear about it 
and they will know. I don’t 
want anybody talking 
about it or talking me up or 
saying anything.” And I’ve 
operated from that since, 
you know? 

Cummins: That takes a tre¬ 
mendous amount of self- 
confidence, as well. 
Winfrey: Well, it also take 
being burned. 

On how the response to 
“American Dirt” might af¬ 
fect whatever Cummins 
writes next: 

Cummins: Right now, the 
thing that I’m most worried 
about or most invested in as 
a writer is making sure that 
I don’t lose my own voice. 
You know? And making 
sure that the experience of 
this moment doesn’t make 
me second guess or subvert 
the stories that move in my 
heart. So, I’m not sure what 
those stories will be yet. ... 
But, to be sure, what’s hap¬ 
pened over the last three 
weeks has had an impact 
on my heart and, potential¬ 
ly, on what story may grow 
in there next. □ 
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Food stamp change fuels anxiety as states try to curb impact 



In this Thursday, Feb. 27, 2020, photo, Richard Butler poses for a portrait In an apartment that a 
friend is letting him and his fiance live in on Chicago's Southside. 

Associated Press 


By SOPHIA TAREEN 
CHICAGO (AP) — Having 
food stamps offers Richard 
Butler o stability he’s rarely 
known in his 25 years. He 
was in state custody at age 
2, spent his teen years at a 
Chicago boys' home and 
jail for burglary, and has 
since struggled to find a 
permanent home. 

The $194 deposited month¬ 
ly on his benefits card buys 
fresh produce and meat. 

“It means the world to me," 
said Butler, who shares a 
one-bedroom apartment 
with two others. “We can 
go without a lot of things, 
like phones and music. We 
can't go without eating.” 
But that stability is being 
threatened for people like 
Butler, who are able-bod¬ 
ied, without dependents 
and between the ages 18 
and 49. New Trump ad¬ 
ministration rules taking ef¬ 
fect April 1 put hundreds 
of thousands of people in 
his situation at risk of losing 
their benefits. They hit par¬ 
ticularly hard in places like 
Illinois, which also is deal¬ 
ing with a separate, simi¬ 
lar change in the nation's 
third-lorgest city. 

From Hawaii to Pennsylva¬ 
nia, states are scrambling 
to blunt the impact of the 
new rules, with roughly 
700,000 people at risk of 
losing benefits unless they 
meet certain work, train¬ 
ing or school requirements. 
They’ve filed a multi-state 
lawsuit, expanded publicly 
funded job training, devel¬ 
oped pilot programs and 
doubled down efforts to 
reach vulnerable commu¬ 
nities, including the home¬ 
less, rural residents and 


people of color. 

Social service agencies 
say they won't be able 
to fill the gap, making in¬ 
creased homelessness and 
more hospital visits among 
the biggest concerns. Ex¬ 
perts say they've already 
seen troubling signs in some 
states. 

“This is a cascading ef¬ 
fect," said Robert Camp¬ 
bell, managing director at 
Feeding America, a net¬ 
work of hundreds of food 
banks nationwide. “It will 
increase demands on the 
emergency food system, 
food banks and pantries.” 
Richard Butler and his fian¬ 
cee, Amber, laugh while 
they hove breakfast in on 
apartment a friend is let¬ 
ting them live in on Chica¬ 
go’s Southside. (AP Photo/ 
Charles Rex Arbogost) 


Currently, work-eligible, 
able-bodied adults with¬ 
out dependents under 50 
can receive monthly ben¬ 
efits if they meet a 20-hour 
weekly work, job training or 
school requirement. Those 
who don’t are are limited 
to three months of food 
stamps over three years. 
However, states with high 
unemployment or few jobs 
have been able to waive 
time limits. Every state ex¬ 
cept Delaware has sought 
a waiver at some point, 
according to the National 
Conference of State Legis¬ 
latures. 

The new rules make it hard¬ 
er to get waivers. They're 
the first of three changes 
to the Supplemental Nutri¬ 
tion Assistance Program, or 
SNAP, which feeds 36 mil¬ 
lion people nationwide. 

The Trump administration 
has touted the change as a 
way to get people working 
and save $5.5 billion over 
five years. Able-bodied 
adults without dependents 
are 7% of SNAP recipients. 
But states fighting the 
change soy that argument 
is misguided. 

“Not everyone is in o posi¬ 
tion to get a job tomorrow, 
and taking away access to 
food is only going to make 
that more difficult,” said 
Pennsylvania Department 
of Human Services Secre¬ 
tary Teresa Miller. “We’re 
going to have more hungry 


people in the state.” 
Pennsylvania — where as 
many as 100,000 people 
could be affected — is 
working with social servic¬ 
es groups to create 30 job 
training programs for SNAP 
recipients. 

However, experts say work 
opportunities ore limited. 
More than half of SNAP re¬ 
cipients have o high school 
diploma, but about one- 
quarter have less, accord¬ 
ing to the Center on Bud¬ 
get and Policy Priorities. 
Available jobs are more 
likely to have low pay, shift¬ 
ing schedules that might 
not offer enough qualifying 
hours and few benefits like 
paid sick leave. 

“Work requirements really 
don't really do much to 
affect the rate at which 
people ore working,” said 
Elaine Woxman at the Ur¬ 


ban Institute, a nonprofit 
research organization. “If 
people can work and con¬ 
sistently, they pretty much 
are.” 

Some states are focusing 
on rural areas, which have 
less access to transporta¬ 
tion and services. 

Hawaii, for instance, wants 
to develop a pilot pro¬ 
gram to help 400 Molokai 
residents keep benefits. 
The rural island once hod a 
waiver because of high un¬ 
employment, but the new 
rules assign Molokai to the 
same job market as near¬ 
by, more prosperous Maui, 
even though a 30-minute 
plane ride is the only way to 
travel between the islands. 
The program would use ed¬ 
ucation, training and vol¬ 
unteering to fulfill the work 
requirement. It’s modeled 
after similar programs used 
in remote Alaska, which 
is seeking waivers for less- 
populated areas. Roughly 
5,000 in Alaska could lose 
benefits. 

Attorneys general in nearly 
20 states and Washington, 
D.C., hove sued to block 
the rules. They argue the 
changes will force people 
to divert their limited funds, 
leading to homelessness 
and health problems. 
People with food insecurity 
spend 45% more on medi¬ 
cal care annually than 
those who are food secure, 
according to o 2018 report 
by the nonprofit Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities. 
Experts say critics' worries 
ore founded and point to 
Kentucky os o cose study. 
Like o handful of states, 
Kentucky has voluntarily in¬ 
stated time limits for SNAP 
benefits since 2017. □ 



In this Jan. 29 , 2020 , photo, chef Samara Henderson checks a 
lunch order paper at Inspiration Kitchens in Chicago. 

Associated Press 



This Jan. 29 , 2020 , photo shows a sign on a table at Inspiration 
Kitchens in Chicago. 

Associated Press 















